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I hope this ebook inspires you and

makes your wedding planning

journey a little smoother. Enjoy every

moment of it!

Inside, you’ll find essential tips and ideas to plan your wedding photography—from pre-

wedding shoots to the big day itself. Whether you’re having a traditional or modern

celebration, this guide is designed to help you make the most of your photography

experience.

Congratulations on your engagement, and

thank you for downloading this ebook! I’m

Vernon Kong, founder of Momento

Wedding in Penang, Malaysia. This guide is

specially tailored for Malaysian couples,

drawing from my decade-long experience

capturing love stories across the country.

While I’ve aimed to provide practical and

insightful advice, please remember that

some customs and details may vary

depending on your region.

Hi, I’m Vernon

Welcome
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Welcome to the "The Ultimate Wedding
Photography Guide for Malaysian Couples
2025". This ebook is designed to help you
navigate the world of wedding
photography, offering practical tips to
ensure your special day is beautifully
captured.

Vernon Kong, the founder of Momento
Wedding, is a renowned wedding
photographer based in Penang. Since 2011,
Vernon has documented over a thousand
weddings combining minimalist, rustic, and
elegant styles, that have earned him
international recognition for his work.

Chapter 1
Introduction About the Author and

Momento Wedding
Welcome Message

Purpose of the eBook
This ebook serves as a comprehensive
resource for couples planning their
wedding in Malaysia. With insights into local
traditions and expert photography tips, our
goal is to make your wedding photography
experience smooth and memorable.

Introduction to 
Vernon Kong and
Momento Wedding

Established in 2011, Momento Wedding is
dedicated to capturing the natural beauty
and genuine emotions of every wedding.
Our team focuses on delivering timeless
photographs that reflect the love and joy of
your special day.

Our Journey and
Achievements



Welcome to the "The Ultimate Wedding Photography Guide for Malaysian Couples
2025". This ebook is designed to help you navigate the world of wedding photography,
offering practical tips to ensure your special day is beautifully captured.

Mission

Our Mission, Vision, and Style

We envision a world where every love story is captured with authenticity and artistry.
Our goal is to continually push the boundaries of wedding photography, delivering
unique, personal, and timeless images that resonate with each couple’s journey.

Vision

Our photography style is minimalist, rustic, and elegant. We focus on capturing candid,
natural moments that reflect the genuine love and joy of your special day. With a blend
of minimalist, rustic, and creative touches, we aim to tell your story through timeless
imagery that feels intimate and personal.

Photography Style
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Malaysia is a multicultural nation with a rich blend
of traditions and customs. Weddings here reflect
the diverse cultural backgrounds of its people,
with significant influences from Malay, Chinese,
and Indian communities, among others.
Understanding these traditions is crucial for
capturing the essence of each wedding, ensuring
that the photos resonate with the couple’s cultural
heritage.

Chapter 2
Understanding Malaysian
Wedding Traditions

3



Tea Ceremony: A traditional ceremony where

the couple serves tea to their elders as a sign

of respect and to receive blessings.

Gate Crashing (Door Games): A playful ritual

where the groom and his groomsmen must

overcome challenges set by the bridesmaids

before being allowed to see the bride.

Red Color Theme: Red symbolizes happiness

and prosperity, often dominating the wedding

decor, attire, and accessories.

Chinese Wedding Traditions

Mehndi Ceremony: The bride’s hands and feet

are adorned with intricate henna designs,

symbolizing joy and beauty.

Sangeet: A pre-wedding event filled with

music, dance, and celebration, bringing

together both families.

Thali Tying or Saptapadi: During the

ceremony, the groom ties a sacred thread

(thali) around the bride's neck, signifying their

marital bond. The couple also takes seven

steps together (Saptapadi), representing their

shared vows to each other.

Indian Wedding Customs

Akad Nikah (Solemnization): The official

religious ceremony where the marriage

contract is signed, and the couple is officially

married.

Bersanding: The couple sits on a beautifully

decorated dais (pelamin), where they are

blessed by family and friends.

Bunga Telur: A traditional gift, typically an egg

decorated with flowers, symbolizing fertility

and new beginnings.

Key Elements of Malay 
Weddings

4
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With Malaysia’s diverse population, intercultural weddings are becoming increasingly
common. These weddings beautifully blend different traditions, creating a unique
celebration that honors the cultural backgrounds of both families. It’s important to
approach these weddings with sensitivity and a deep understanding of both traditions
being combined.

Intercultural Weddings in Malaysia

5



Selecting the right wedding photographer is one of
the most important decisions you'll make in your
wedding planning process. Your photographer will
capture the memories of your special day, so it's
essential to find someone whose style, personality,
and professionalism align with your vision.

Chapter 3
Choosing the Right
Wedding Photographer

6



When choosing a wedding photographer, consider

the following qualities:

Experience: Look for photographers who have

a solid portfolio and experience in shooting

weddings similar to yours. It’s important to

consider not only how many years a

photographer has been in the industry but also

how many weddings they’ve covered. A

photographer with extensive wedding

experience is more likely to handle the

unpredictability of wedding days with ease.

Style: Ensure the photographer’s style aligns

with your vision. Whether you prefer candid,

posed, or a mix of both, the photographer’s

portfolio should reflect the style you’re looking

for.

Personality: You’ll be spending a lot of time

with your photographer on your wedding day,

so it’s important to choose someone you feel

comfortable with and can trust to capture your

best moments.

Professionalism: A professional approach,

from clear communication to punctuality and

reliability, is crucial for ensuring a smooth

experience on your wedding day.

Qualities to Look for in a
Photographer

Start your search by asking for recommendations

from friends, family, or wedding planners. Browse

online portfolios, social media, and wedding

directories to compare different photographers.

Pay attention to:

Portfolio: Review full wedding albums, not just

highlight reels, to see how the photographer

captures the entire event from start to finish.

Reviews and Testimonials: Read feedback

from past clients to get an idea of the

photographer’s strengths and any potential

issues.

Consistency: Look for consistency in quality

and style across different weddings to ensure

the photographer delivers reliable results.

How to Research and
Compare Photographers

7
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One Photographer

Pros:

Cost-Effective: Generally more affordable, ideal for budget-conscious couples.

Less Intrusive: Fewer people and equipment, creating a more intimate atmosphere.

Consistent Style: Easier coordination with a single photographer, ensuring consistency in the

overall look.

Cons:

Limited Coverage: A single photographer may miss moments happening simultaneously.

Fewer Angles: Limited perspectives reduce the variety in your photos.

Time Constraints: More time may be needed for certain shots since the photographer can’t be

in two places at once.

Two Photographers

Pros:

Comprehensive Coverage: Capture simultaneous events and different angles, ensuring better

coverage of your wedding.

Creative Variety: Two photographers can offer diverse styles and perspectives.

Efficient Timeline: Coverage of multiple locations or events without time delays.

Cons:

Higher Cost: More expensive, which may not suit every budget.

Potential Distraction: Some couples may feel two photographers are more intrusive.

One Vs. Two Photographers: Pros and Cons

Which Option is Right for You?
Choose two photographers for larger weddings

needing extensive coverage. Opt for one

photographer if your wedding is more intimate or if

you prefer a streamlined approach.

Choosing between one or two photographers depends on your wedding's size, coverage needs,

and budget. Here’s a quick comparison:



When meeting with potential photographers, ask

these important questions:

What is your experience with weddings similar

to ours?

Can we see a full wedding gallery, from start to

finish?

What is included in your photography

packages?

How do you handle unexpected situations,

such as bad weather or delays?

Will you be the photographer on our wedding

day, or will it be someone else from your team?

Questions to Ask Potential
Photographers

Photography packages vary widely, so it’s

important to understand what’s included in each

one:

Hours of Coverage: Ensure the package

covers all the key moments of your wedding

day, from getting ready to the reception.

Number of Photographers: Confirm if one or

two photographers will be present, and how

this affects the coverage.

Photo Editing and Delivery: Ask about the

editing process, the number of edited photos

you will receive, and the delivery timeline.

Albums and Prints: Check if albums or prints

are included in the package, and whether they

can be customized.

Understanding Photography
Packages and Pricing

9



In Malaysia, some couples choose to work with a bridal

house that offers comprehensive wedding packages,

including photography. Here’s a quick comparison:

Bridal House:

Pros: One-stop service for photography, makeup, gowns,

and more making it convenient for busy couples.

Cons: Limited choice of photographers and styles, with

potentially less personalized service.

Photography Team:

Pros: Greater control over photographer selection,

customized services tailored to your preferences.

Cons: You’ll need to coordinate with multiple vendors

(photographer, makeup artist, etc.), which can be more

time-consuming.

Bridal House Vs. 
Photography Team

Before committing to a photographer, it’s essential to

thoroughly review the contract or terms and conditions

(T&C). This document outlines all the important details, such

as:

Payment Schedule: When and how payments are

expected, including any deposit requirements.

Cancellation Policies: What happens if you need to

cancel or reschedule, and how this affects your

payments.

Usage Rights: Your rights to the photos, including how

you can use, share, and print them.

Contingency Plans: What will happen in case of

unforeseen circumstances, such as the photographer

being unable to attend your wedding.

Understanding the Contract

1 0



When selecting your wedding photographer, remember that the key to

making the right choice is finding someone who resonates with your vision

and personality. Their experience, style, and ability to make you feel

comfortable will ensure your wedding day memories are beautifully

captured. Prioritize transparency and communication to avoid surprises

down the line, and choose a photographer who truly understands the

essence of your day.

1 1



Proper planning is key to ensuring that your
wedding photography goes smoothly and that
every important moment is captured beautifully.
This chapter will guide you through the essential
steps of organizing your photography schedule
and coordinating with your photographer.

Chapter 4
Planning Your Wedding
Photography

1 2



A well-structured timeline is crucial for making

sure all the key moments of your wedding day

are photographed without feeling rushed. Here’s

how to plan it:

Start Early: Work with your photographer

early to plan how to capture the key moments

of your day without feeling rushed.

Include Buffer Time: Allocate extra time

between events to account for unexpected

delays. This ensures that your photographer

has enough time to capture each moment

without feeling pressured.

Highlight Key Moments: Identify the must-

have shots, such as the first look, ceremony,

group photos, and reception highlights. Make

a list of must-have shots, such as key

moments during the ceremony and reception,

and share it with your photographer. This

ensures that your most cherished memories

are captured.

Creating a Photography
Timeline

Every wedding is unique, but some shots are

essential for every wedding album. Here are a few

must-have shots to consider:

Couple Portraits: These are some of the most

cherished photos from any wedding. Reserve

some dedicated time during the day for these

shots to ensure they are captured beautifully.

Ceremony Highlights: Capture key moments

like the exchange of vows, the ring ceremony,

and the first kiss. If your wedding includes

cultural or religious rituals, make sure these

are also documented.

Reception Highlights: Important events like

speeches, the first dance, cake cutting, and

candid moments with guests should all be on

your shot list.

Must-Have Shots: Couple
Portrait, Ceremony, and
Reception

1 3



Your wedding photos should reflect who you are as a

couple, including your cultural background and

personal touches. Here’s how to incorporate these

elements:

Cultural Traditions: If your wedding includes

specific cultural rituals, discuss these with your

photographer so they can prepare to capture

these moments. Whether it’s a Chinese tea

ceremony, Indian Sangeet, or Malay bersanding,

these elements are key to telling your story.

Personal Touches: Consider including personal

items that hold special meaning in your photos,

such as family keepsakes, handwritten vows, or

custom deco. These details add depth and a

personal touch to your wedding album.

Incorporating Cultural and
Personal Elements

Clear communication with your photographer on the

wedding day is essential for ensuring everything

goes according to plan. Here are some tips:

Share the Timeline: Provide your photographer

with a copy of the final itinerary, highlighting key

moments and any special instructions.

Assign a Point Person: Designate a trusted friend

or family member to act as the main point of

contact for the photographer. This person can

help gather people for group photos and ensure

the photographer is where they need to be at the

right times.

Be Flexible: While it’s important to have a plan,

be prepared for some flexibility. Weddings can be

unpredictable, so trust your photographer’s

experience to adjust as changes occur.

Coordinating with Your
Photographer on the Day

1 4



Planning your wedding photography involves
more than just booking a photographer. From your
engagement photos to the post-wedding album
delivery, each step plays an important role in
documenting your love story. In this chapter, we’ll
provide a detailed timeline and checklist to guide
you through the entire wedding photography
journey—from engagement to post-wedding.

Chapter 5
Comprehensive Wedding
Photography Timeline
and Checklist

1 5



6 to 12 months before: Start researching wedding

photographers early, as many popular photographers

book up quickly. Look through portfolios and

determine the style of photography that best fits your

wedding vision.

Checklist:

Browse photographers’ portfolios and

reviews.

Determine your preferred photography style

(e.g., candid, editorial, minimalist).

Set up consultations with shortlisted

photographers.

Book your photographer before prices

increase

Discuss your wedding date, venues, and initial

timeline with the photographer.

Pre-Wedding Planning: 
6 to 12 Months Before the
Wedding

1 6



6 to 9 months before: Consider booking a pre-

wedding or engagement photoshoot. These shoots

can be done locally or abroad and allow you to get

comfortable with your photographer before the big

day.

Checklist:

Choose a location for your pre-wedding shoot

(local or destination).

Decide on themes or concepts that represent

your relationship.

Coordinate outfits and styling (multiple outfits,

makeup & hairdo).

Plan for any additional costs, such as

transportation or location fees (refer to hidden

costs chapter for more details).

Finalize shoot dates and times with your

photographer.

Pre-Wedding 
(Engagement) Shoot

1 7



Wedding Day Planning: 
3 to 6 Months Before the Wedding

1 8

Finalize Your Photography Timeline

3 to 6 months before: Start finalizing the specific events you want to capture on your

wedding day. Ensure that you have a clear timeline of all key moments, from the morning

preparations to the end of the reception. This will help keep everything organized and on

schedule.

Checklist:

Create a detailed wedding day timeline.

Identify key moments for photography (e.g., first look, ceremony, family portraits,

couple portraits, reception highlights).

Discuss cultural or religious ceremonies that need to be documented (e.g., Chinese

tea ceremony, Hindu rituals, or Malay Akad Nikah).

Plan for group shots and formal portraits (include family members and friends).

Decide on Additional Services

3 to 6 months before: Review additional services your photographer offers and decide if

you need extra coverage, second photographers, or videography.

Checklist:

Consider hiring a second photographer if you have a large guest list or multiple

events happening simultaneously.

Decide if you want a same-day edit (SDE) to share with guests during the

reception.

Ask about videography services if desired.

Finalize additional services such as wedding albums.



Final Meeting with Your Photographer

2 to 4 weeks before: Arrange an online meeting or, at the very least, give

your photographer a call to confirm the details and logistics of the

wedding day. This is your chance to provide any final updates or

changes to your timeline and shot list. Avoid arranging this meeting too

early, as last-minute changes can complicate things if the details are

finalized too far in advance.

Checklist:

Confirm the final timeline and location details.

Provide a shot list of must-have photos (family, bridal party,

candid moments).

Discuss any potential challenges or logistics for multiple venues.

Confirm vendor contacts and point people for coordination on the

wedding day.

Final Preparations: 
2 to 4 Weeks Before the Wedding

1 9



Making Your Wedding Day Run Smoothly
While your wedding photographer will capture the special moments of your day, there are

additional logistical and planning aspects that will ensure everything goes as planned. These

practical tips focus on making sure the wedding day flows smoothly so that your photographer

can focus on capturing the magic.

Assign a Main Coordinator

On your wedding day, you’ll be busy enjoying the event and celebrating with family and

friends. It’s important to have someone you trust to act as the main point of contact for all

vendors, including the photographer.

Tip: Designate a wedding coordinator, whether it’s a professional planner or a trusted

friend/family member, to manage the day’s schedule. This person should understand

the flow of the wedding and be able to assist with keeping vendors and guests on

track.

Vendor Coordination and Meals

Ensure that all your vendors, including the photographer, have a clear understanding of

the schedule, and be sure to take care of their basic needs throughout the day.

Vendor Meals: Photographers and other vendors may be working for many hours, so

it’s important to plan for vendor meals. Be sure to include them in your reception meal

count and provide a time when they can take a break to eat.

Keeping the Timeline Flexible

Wedding days are filled with surprises and sometimes things don’t go exactly as planned.

Build flexibility into your timeline so that there’s room to adjust if something runs late.

Tip: If something runs over time (like a ceremony or speeches), don’t stress. Your

photographer will be skilled at adjusting to the situation and capturing all the

important moments.
Prepare for Group Photos

Group photos can sometimes be

chaotic, especially with large families

and bridal parties. Having a plan in place

can help ensure these photos are done

efficiently.

Tip: Assign a family member or

friend to help gather the right

people for group photos. This

person should know both sides of

the family and can help speed up

the process.
2 0



Create a Relaxing Environment

The morning of the wedding can be stressful, especially during hair and makeup

preparations. It’s important to create a calm and enjoyable environment for you and your

bridal party.

Tip: Designate a wedding coordinator, whether it’s a professional planner or a trusted

friend/family member, to manage the day’s schedule. This person should understand

the flow of the wedding and be able to assist with keeping vendors and guests on

track.

Plan for Moments of Privacy

Your wedding day will be filled with guests and celebrations, but carving out a few private

moments with your spouse can make the day even more memorable.

Tip: Schedule a few minutes alone with your partner between events, such as just

after the ceremony or before entering the reception. This allows you to enjoy a quiet

moment and reflect on the day together while your photographer captures intimate

candid shots.

Lighting for Photos

Good lighting is essential for beautiful wedding photos. Consider the time of day and the

lighting at your venue to ensure the best results.

Tip: Work with your photographer and venue to plan the schedule around optimal

lighting. Natural light is best for outdoor ceremonies, while well-placed lighting can

enhance indoor receptions.

2 1



After the Wedding: 
1 to 3 Months Post-Wedding
After the excitement of your wedding day, you’ll be looking forward to receiving your wedding

photos. During this time, you’ll work with your photographer to finalize your photos, design your

wedding album, and share your memories with family and friends.

Reviewing and Selecting Photos

After your wedding, your photographer will send you the edited images based on the

timeline you agreed upon in your contract. This is your opportunity to review the photos

and decide which ones you want to include in your wedding album or print.

Tip: Take your time when reviewing your photos. Ensure you choose a mix of formal

portraits, candid moments, and emotional highlights from the day that best capture

the story of your wedding.

Designing Your Wedding Album

If your package includes a wedding album, 2 to 3 months after the wedding, you will

begin the process of selecting images for the album. Many photographers offer a

designated album design, but you will still have the opportunity to choose your favorite

photos that best tell the story of your day.

Tip: While the photographer will usually have a set album design, focus on selecting

the images that hold the most meaning for you. Ensure the final selection reflects the

key moments of your wedding day, from candid shots to formal portraits.

Sharing and Printing Your Photos

Once you’ve received your final set of photos, it’s time to share them with family and

friends. You can also start ordering any prints or frames to display your favorite images in

your home.

Tip: High-quality prints make for beautiful keepsakes, so consider printing a few

standout images for family gifts or personal mementos.

2 2



Your wedding day is filled with countless moments, big and small, that

together tell the story of your celebration. By understanding the key

moments to capture, you’ll help ensure that your photographer documents

the day in a way that allows you to relive those memories for years to come.

2 3



Wedding photography is a significant investment,
capturing the moments you'll cherish for a lifetime.
Properly budgeting for both pre-wedding
photography and wedding day photography
ensures that every special moment is beautifully
documented without overwhelming your budget.
In this chapter, we’ll break down budgeting tips for
both pre-wedding and wedding day photography
in Malaysia, covering how to allocate your
resources effectively.

Chapter 6
Budget Planning for Pre-
Wedding and Wedding
Day Photography

2 4



Pre-Wedding Photography 
Costs and Budgeting
Most Asian couples choose to have a pre-wedding photoshoot as

part of their wedding preparations. Whether it’s a local shoot or a

destination photoshoot, this is a great opportunity to capture

beautiful, intimate moments before the wedding day. Here’s how to

plan for and allocate your budget for pre-wedding photography.

2 5



Average Cost of Pre-Wedding
Photography in Malaysia

Pre-wedding photography costs in Malaysia can vary significantly depending

on the photographer’s experience, location, and the services included in the

package. Here’s a breakdown of what you can expect at different price points

Basic Range 
(RM1,500 to RM3,000)

This typically covers a simple, local photoshoot with

minimal locations and outfits. The package might include a

few edited digital photos and a shorter session.

Ideal for couples looking for budget-friendly options with

limited services.

Mid-Range Coverage 
(RM3,000 to RM5,000)

A medium-range package often includes makeup and

hairdo, multiple locations, outfits, and a longer photoshoot

session. You’ll also receive more edited photos along with

a small or medium-sized album and prints.

Perfect for couples who want more variety and creativity in

their pre-wedding shoot without opting for a high-end

package.

High-Range Coverage 
(RM5,000 to RM10,000+)

High-end packages include makeup and hairdo, multiple

big and small albums, more edited photos, and prints.

These packages typically offer shooting across multiple

locations and can span more than one day. High-end

packages often feature customized or designer gowns

and suits, offering couples a luxurious and personalized

look with more outfit changes for variety.

Best suited for couples who want a luxury experience with

high-end creativity and unique, memorable settings.

Overseas Pre-Wedding Shoots
(RM6,000 to RM20,000+)

Overseas pre-wedding shoots offer a chance to capture

your love story in an exotic or iconic international location.

These packages typically include makeup and hairdo, the

photographer’s travel fees, accommodation, and full-day

coverage across multiple locations. Makeup artist travel

expenses are also factored in for destination shoots.

Costs will vary depending on the destination, the number

of shooting days, and whether travel fees for the

photographer and makeup artist are included.

If travel fees aren’t part of the package, you’ll need to

budget separately for airfare, accommodations, and local

transport for both the photographer and makeup artist.

This option is ideal for couples who want a destination

experience and are combining their pre-wedding shoot

with a honeymoon or travel adventure.
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How to Allocate Your Budget
for Pre-Wedding
Photography

Choose Local Locations if You're on a

Budget: If you’re working with a tighter

budget, choose scenic local spots that offer

great backdrops without the cost of a

destination shoot.

Tip: Research unique, lesser-known

locations that offer beautiful backdrops

for indoor and outdoor shots, and make

sure the logistics for changing outfits and

makeup are smooth.

Allocate Extra for Travel if Going Overseas:

If you’re planning an overseas pre-wedding

shoot, be prepared for the photographer’s

travel and accommodation costs. These can

be either included in the package or charged

separately. Clarify this beforehand.

Tip: Book a photographer familiar with the

destination or one who is willing to go

earlier to do research. This ensures they

know the best spots and how to handle

local permits or restrictions.

Outfits and Makeup: Pre-wedding shoots

often involve multiple outfit and makeup

changes. Ensure you allocate budget for this,

especially if you’re covering multiple

locations.

Tip: Opt for simple but elegant outfits,

especially if you’re traveling, to save

space and weight in your luggage.

Plan for Additional Costs: Be prepared for

potential hidden costs such as transportation,

additional editing, and photo albums. To

avoid surprises, have an open conversation

with your photographer about any extra fees.

Tip: Set aside at least 10-15% of your pre-

wedding photography budget for

unexpected costs, such as makeup

touch-ups, props, or additional venue

fees.
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Common Hidden Costs and Potential Costs in 
Pre-Wedding Packages
When planning your pre-wedding photoshoot, it's important to be aware of both

potential and hidden costs that might arise. Here’s what to watch for

Potential Costs

These are additional costs that may be necessary depending on your specific needs and

choices:

Coverage of Principal Photographer: If you require the lead photographer to cover

specific parts of the day or extend their coverage time, this may incur an additional

fee.

Location Fee: Certain locations, especially popular or private ones, may charge a fee

for photoshoots.

Outstation Costs: If your photoshoot takes place outside of your city, there may be

costs for the photographer’s accommodation and travel.

Transportation Fee: For clients flying in from overseas without local transport,

arranging additional transportation from our side may incur extra charges. This

includes transport for both the couple and the photographer to and from the shoot

locations.

Additional Edits: While most

packages include a set number of

edited photos, requesting extra edits

may come with an added charge.

Courier Fee: If you require physical

delivery of prints or albums, there

may be courier charges.

Additional Prints: Ordering extra

prints or albums beyond what’s

included in the package can also

increase costs.
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Use the Photos for Invitations or Decor:

Maximize your pre-wedding shoot by using

the photos in your wedding invitations, as

part of your wedding day decor, or even for

a same-day slideshow during the reception.

Tip: Ask your photographer for high-

resolution digital copies for printing or

sharing on social media.

Choose the Right Time and Season: If you

want beautiful natural lighting, plan your

pre-wedding shoot during the golden hour

(an hour after sunrise or before sunset) or in

a season that complements your desired

backdrop.

Tip: Avoid peak tourist seasons for

popular destinations to avoid crowds

and extra costs. Plan your shoot well in

advance to get the best conditions.

Getting the Most Value for Your
Pre-Wedding Shoot
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Your wedding day is one of the most important events in your life, and having the

right photographer to capture it is essential. The cost of wedding day photography

can vary significantly based on the photographer’s experience, style, and the

services provided. Most packages in Malaysia cover full-day coverage, meaning

the photographer will be with you from the morning preparations until the end of

the reception.

It’s important to note that prices may vary depending on the region in Malaysia,

as photographers in different locations may have different pricing structures

based on local demand and costs of operation.

Wedding Day Photography Costs and Budgeting
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Average Cost of Wedding Day
Photography in Malaysia

Wedding photography prices can range widely depending on the

photographer’s expertise and the package details. Here’s a breakdown

Basic Coverage 
(RM1,500 to RM2,500):

Usually includes coverage of the key

events of the day, such as the ceremony

and reception. Typically, this package

involves only one photographer.

Basic coverage is ideal for smaller

weddings or couples who want to focus

on key moments.

Mid-Range Coverage 
(RM2,500 to RM4,000)

Includes full-day coverage by one or

two photographers, capturing the

wedding preparations, ceremony,

reception, and any cultural traditions.

This tier offers more extensive coverage

and often includes a larger selection of

edited images.

High-Range Coverage 
(RM4,000 to RM8,000)

High-range packages offer full-day

coverage, typically with two

photographers, allowing for

comprehensive coverage of the

wedding day, including more candid

moments and multiple angles of key

events.

These packages may include additional

services like a consultation, wedding

albums, or same-day edits.

Premium Coverage 
(RM8,000 to RM10,000+)

For larger, more elaborate weddings,

premium packages include full-day

coverage with multiple photographers.

This range is suitable for couples who

want to ensure every detail of the day

is captured in a creative and artistic

way.
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When planning your photography budget,

consider the scope of your wedding and what’s

most important to you. Here's how to allocate

your budget effectively

Full-Day vs. Half-Day Coverage: Full-day

coverage is recommended for weddings

that span multiple events and traditions,

from the bride and groom’s preparations to

the evening reception. For smaller or

simpler weddings, half-day coverage may

be sufficient.

Tip: If you have several important

moments throughout the day, such as

traditional ceremonies or multiple

locations, full-day coverage will ensure

you capture all these memories.

How to Allocate Your Budget
for Wedding Day
Photography

One Photographer vs. Two: Basic packages often come with one

photographer, which can work well for smaller weddings. However, for

larger events with more than 100-200 guests or weddings with multiple

activities happening simultaneously (such as the bride and groom getting

ready at different locations), having two photographers ensures that every

key moment is captured.
Tip: I’ll explain more about the benefits and

considerations of having one vs. two

photographers in the following chapter, so

you can make an informed decision based on

your wedding’s needs.
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Prioritize Key Moments: Allocate your

budget to ensure coverage for the

moments that matter most to you—such

as the walk down the aisle, the exchange

of vows, first look (if you’re doing one),

and family portraits.

Tip: Work with your photographer to

create a detailed timeline of the

wedding day. This helps them

understand where to focus their

time, especially if you’re opting for

limited coverage.
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Here are some tips to ensure you get the most out of your investment in wedding photography:

Opt for Digital-Only Packages: A great way to manage your budget is by choosing a digital-

only package, where the photographer provides edited digital images rather than physical

albums or framed photos. You can always print your favorite photos later as your budget

allows.

Tip: Ask your photographer for high-resolution digital files so you can print them yourself

whenever you want, ensuring quality without paying for premium prints upfront.

Book Early to Avoid Price Increases: Most photographers adjust their prices annually or

quarterly. To secure your preferred photographer before prices go up, it’s best to book them as

soon as you’ve set your wedding date.

Tip: If you have a specific photographer in mind, reach out as soon as your wedding date is

confirmed. This not only locks in the current rates but also ensures availability.

Getting the Most Value for Your 
Wedding Day Photography

Consider a Second Photographer for

Larger Weddings: If your guest list is over

150 or if multiple events are happening

simultaneously (such as tea ceremonies,

bride and groom preparations, or cocktail

hours), a second photographer will help

cover all aspects of the day. This option

allows one photographer to focus on

formal shots while the other captures

candid moments.

Tip: A second photographer also

comes in handy during same-day

edits, as one can work on editing key

shots while the other continues

covering live events, such as the

reception or guest arrivals.
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Ask for a Tailored Package Based on Your

Needs: Many photographers offer flexible

packages that can be customized to suit

your specific needs. For example, you can

focus on getting extended coverage,

important moments like same-day edits,

and additional photographers while opting

out of extras like luxury albums or prints to

save on costs.

Tip: Make sure you prioritize what’s

most important to you and

communicate that with your

photographer to create a package that

fits your requirements.

Consider Payment Plans: If your preferred

package is on the higher end of your

budget, ask if the photographer offers

installment payment options. This can help

make premium services more manageable

without straining your budget upfront.

Tip: Discuss payment options early on,

so you’re clear on how the payments

will be structured.

Final Tips for Budgeting

Wedding day photography can vary in price

depending on the level of coverage, the

number of photographers, and the style of

photography you’re looking for. Understanding

the different pricing tiers and regional

variations helps ensure you allocate your

budget effectively. Whether you’re opting for

basic coverage or a premium package, clear

communication with your photographer and

thoughtful planning will ensure your special

day is captured beautifully.

3 5



In many Asian cultures, a pre-wedding photoshoot
is an important tradition where couples capture
beautiful, staged portraits in wedding gowns and
formal attire months before the actual wedding
day. This shoot not only serves as a cherished
memory but also allows couples to express their
love story in a creative and personal way.

Chapter 7
Pre-Wedding
Photoshoots
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A pre-wedding photoshoot offers several key advantages:

Personal Connection: It provides a unique opportunity to capture intimate moments

between you and your partner in a relaxed setting, away from the hustle of the

wedding day.

Creative Expression: This session allows you to explore different themes, locations,

and outfits that may not be possible on the wedding day, resulting in a diverse and

creative collection of photos.

Visual Storytelling: The photos from your pre-wedding shoot can be used to

enhance your wedding day, whether by displaying them at the venue, incorporating

them into invitations, or using them in a slideshow that tells your love story.

Practice for the Big Day: It helps you become more comfortable in front of the

camera, ensuring that you feel at ease and confident on the wedding day.

Benefits and Importance of a Pre-Wedding Photoshoot

The location and theme of your pre-wedding photoshoot are crucial to the overall

aesthetic. Here’s how to choose:

Personal Significance: Pick locations that hold special meaning for you as a couple,

such as the place where you first met or a favorite getaway spot.

Visual Appeal: Choose scenic locations that offer stunning backdrops, whether it’s the

beaches, the lush greenery, or the historic streets of Penang.

Thematic Expression: Whether you prefer a romantic, vintage, or modern theme,

align your location and wardrobe to create a cohesive story throughout your photos.

Choosing Locations and Themes
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Your outfits are central to the pre-wedding

photoshoot, especially since they often involve

wearing your wedding gown or other formal

attire. Here are some tips:

Dress to Impress: Select outfits that make

you feel confident and beautiful. Many

couples choose to wear their wedding gown

and suit, along with additional outfits that

reflect their personalities.

Comfort and Style: While looking your best

is important, ensure your outfits are

comfortable enough for a full day of

shooting. This will help you move naturally

and enjoy the experience.

Complementary Looks: Coordinate your

outfits with your partner to ensure they

complement each other, both in color and

style, without being overly matchy.

Outfit and Styling Tips

Choosing the right gown for your pre-wedding

photoshoot is key to looking and feeling your

best:

Silhouette Matters: Select a gown that

flatters your body shape, whether it’s a fitted

mermaid style for an hourglass figure or an

A-line dress for a more balanced look.

Fabric and Fit: Ensure the fabric and fit of

the gown allow you to move comfortably, as

you’ll be posing in various locations and

positions.

Consider the Setting: Match your gown to

the location. For example, a flowing,

lightweight gown works well for outdoor

shoots, while a more structured dress may

suit urban or historical settings.

How to Find the Perfect
Gown for Your Body
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In addition to your formal outfits, consider these elements to enhance your pre-wedding

photoshoot:

Casual Wear: Incorporate casual outfits that reflect your everyday style and personality. These

can be comfortable yet stylish clothes that showcase a more relaxed, natural side of your

relationship, offering a nice contrast to the formal wedding attire.

Accessories: Simple yet elegant accessories like jewelry, veils, or headpieces can add a touch

of glamour to your look, especially in more formal or themed shoots.

Props: Incorporate meaningful or playful props, such as balloons, vintage cars, or even your

pets, to add personality and a unique touch to your photos. These props can help tell your love

story in a unique and creative way.

Hair and Makeup: Opt for professional hair and makeup to ensure you look polished and

camera-ready, matching the overall theme and style of the shoot. For casual looks, consider a

more natural makeup style that complements your everyday appearance.

Wardrobe, Styling, and Props
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Preparation is crucial for a successful pre-wedding

shoot. Here’s what to keep in mind:

Location Confirmation: Confirm the shoot locations

with your photographer and check if any permits

are needed.

Hair and Makeup Preparation: We encourage

couples to research makeup and hairstyles they like

and save examples to show the makeup artist.

Essential Kit: Bring along an essential kit including

snacks, water, a small mirror, a towel, and

comfortable shoes for walking between locations.

Rest: Get a good night’s sleep before the shoot and

stay hydrated to ensure you look fresh and radiant.

Things to Prepare for Your Pre-
Wedding Shoot
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Based on our experience, we advise

couples to avoid following fleeting

trends that as they may quickly

become outdated. Instead, choose

timeless styles for your gowns,

makeup, photography, and prints to

ensure your photos remain beautiful

and relevant for years to come.

Additional Tips from
Experience
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An overseas pre-wedding photoshoot is an
exciting way to add a distinctive and personal
touch to your wedding journey. It allows couples to
capture their love story against beautiful and
exotic backdrops, and often serves as a combined
vacation or even a mini-honeymoon. However,
planning an overseas shoot involves a lot more
than simply choosing a destination—it requires
careful consideration of logistics, budget, and
travel arrangements.

Chapter 8
Overseas Pre-Wedding
Photoshoots
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Opting for an overseas pre-wedding photoshoot offers several advantages:

Unique Backdrops: Different countries and cities offer a variety of

landscapes that provide distinctive and memorable backdrops for your

photos, allowing you to capture scenes that stand out from the usual

settings.

Seasonal Variety: Different countries offer unique seasonal experiences. For

instance, you can capture blooming cherry blossoms in Japan during spring,

enjoy the fall foliage in Europe, or experience a winter wonderland in

Hokkaido. This allows for a more tailored look and feel in your photos.

Memorable Experience: Traveling to a new destination for your photoshoot

adds an element of adventure to your wedding preparations. It’s not just

about the photos; it’s about creating lasting memories as a couple.

Exclusive and Personalized: An overseas location allows you to create a

more personalized photoshoot that reflects your unique style and story, far

from the familiar scenes of home. Plus, by choosing a destination that’s

different from where most of your friends may have gone, you avoid having

similar or repeated photos, making your images truly one-of-a-kind.

Combine with Honeymoon: Some couples choose to combine their overseas

pre-wedding photoshoot with their honeymoon, making it a convenient and

cost-effective way to celebrate their love in one trip.

Benefits of Overseas Photoshoots
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When planning an overseas pre-wedding photoshoot, researching and choosing the right

package is crucial. Here's how to effectively survey and evaluate overseas pre-wedding

packages

How to Survey Overseas Pre-Wedding Packages

Research Photography Studios

Start with Recommendations: Ask friends

or couples who have had overseas pre-

wedding shoots for recommendations.

Reviews and word-of-mouth can offer

valuable insights into a studio’s

professionalism, style, and service.

Check Portfolios: Look through online

portfolios of various photographers to see if

their style aligns with your vision. Pay

special attention to any past overseas

shoots they've done, as this will show you

how well they can capture specific

locations.

Ask Key Questions:

Unfamiliar Locations: If the

photographer has not been to one of

the locations you have in mind, ask how

they would handle the situation.

Backup Plans for Weather: Always ask

what the photographer’s backup plan is

if the weather turns out to be

unpleasant on the day of the shoot.

They should have contingency options

like indoor locations or a backup day for

the shoot.

Compare Pricing: Look at the pricing

structure of different studios. Packages

may vary widely depending on destination,

travel inclusions, and the number of edited

photos provided. Ensure the price reflects

the quality and services you’re seeking.
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Popular Overseas Destinations for Malaysian Couples
Here are some popular overseas destinations that Malaysian couples often choose for

their pre-wedding photoshoots

Kyoto, Tokyo, Hokkaido - Japan
Japan offers a variety of landscapes and cultural experiences. Kyoto's historic

temples, cherry blossoms, and autumn leaves provide a timeless, traditional

backdrop, while Tokyo’s vibrant cityscape offers a modern contrast. Hokkaido,

with its stunning seasonal changes, gives a different feel whether you’re looking

for the vibrant colors of autumn, the snowy winter wonderland, or the fresh

blooms of spring.

Bali, Indonesia
Known for its beautiful beaches, lush greenery, and rich cultural heritage, Bali

offers a tropical paradise perfect for a romantic and serene photoshoot.

Taiwan
With its blend of modern cities and natural landscapes, Taiwan offers diverse

settings from bustling streets to peaceful mountains and coastal views.

Macau
Combining Portuguese colonial architecture with modern casinos and stunning

skyline views, Macau provides a unique fusion of East and West for a distinctive

photoshoot setting.

China
China’s vast and varied landscapes include everything from the ancient Great Wall

and traditional gardens to modern cityscapes, offering endless possibilities for

your photos.

Europe
Europe’s historic cities and breathtaking landscapes offer countless iconic

backdrops. Whether it’s the romantic streets of Paris, the classic architecture of

Vienna, the fairytale charm of Prague, the majestic mountains of Switzerland, the

ancient ruins of Rome, or the surreal landscapes of Cappadocia with its hot air

balloons and unique rock formations, Europe provides a wealth of stunning

locations for a truly unforgettable photoshoot.
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Photographer’s Travel and Accommodation: Some packages include the photographer’s

travel and accommodation, while others may expect you to cover these costs. Clarify

whether these expenses are included or if you’ll need to arrange them on your own.

Hair and Makeup Services: Many packages offer local hair and makeup artists, which can

save you from flying your team in. Confirm if this service is included and whether it aligns

with your needs.

Number of Locations and Hours: Review how many locations and hours of shooting are

included in the package. Ensure you have enough time to cover the key spots you want

and that there’s room for flexibility.

Number of Edited Photos: Check how many fully edited photos you’ll receive and

whether additional edits can be purchased if needed.

Transportation and Logistics: For large destinations or those spread out over multiple

locations (like rural areas in Europe or China), confirm whether transportation between

shoot spots is included.

Consider What’s Included in the Package

After gathering information, compare the different packages side by side. Consider the

following when making your decision:

Does the package cover all essential services such as travel, accommodation, and editing?

Does the photographer's style and experience match your expectations?

Are there any hidden or additional costs you should be aware of?

Compare and Review
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Planning an overseas pre-wedding photoshoot requires careful attention to detail.

Here are some logistical aspects to keep in mind:

Travel Arrangements: Plan your flights and accommodation early, and ensure

your photographer’s travel details aligned with your itinerary. Some studios offer

to manage all logistics, while others may leave this responsibility to you.

Timing and Weather Considerations: Research the best times of the year for

your destination. Avoid busy tourist seasons if you want less crowded

backgrounds, and consider weather conditions to avoid delays or cancellations.

Wardrobe and Styling

Light Gowns and Simple Styling: Packing a lighter and simpler gown is not only

practical for walking around but also helps reduce the weight and space in your

luggage. This ensures ease of mobility and can be especially helpful if you're

moving between locations or traveling through crowded areas. Choose fabrics

that resist wrinkles and are comfortable to wear for extended periods.

Transporting Attire: Consider using a garment bag or hand-carry option for your

wedding gowns to avoid potential damage in checked luggage.

Planning and Logistics: What You Need to Know
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One day before the shoot, we will typically

meet with our clients at the destination for a

final discussion. This meeting allows us to

finalize the itinerary, discuss specific shooting

spots, and confirm all logistics. We also go

over makeup, gowns, and outfits for each

location to ensure everything is well-planned.

This pre-shoot meeting helps us adjust any

last-minute details and ensures a smooth

photoshoot the next day.

Pre-Shoot Final Discussion

Indoor Locations: Always have

alternative locations in mind in case of

bad weather or other unforeseen

circumstances. Museums, historic

buildings, or hotels can serve as ideal

backup options.

Flexible Itinerary: Include at least one

buffer day in your itinerary so that if

weather or delays interfere with your

planned shoot day, you have an extra day

to reschedule the shoot.

Backup Plan for Weather
or Other Issues

Budget-Friendly Tips for
Overseas Pre-Wedding
Photoshoots
Overseas photoshoots can be costly, but

there are ways to manage your budget:

Travel During Off-Peak Seasons:

Traveling during the shoulder season or

off-peak times can save you money on

flights and accommodations while still

providing favorable weather conditions.

Bundle Services: Look for package deals

that include flights, accommodations, and

transportation. Some photographers offer

bundled packages for overseas shoots

that might be more cost-effective.

Minimalist Wardrobe: Bring versatile

outfits that can be easily mixed and

matched, reducing the need for

excessive luggage or shipping fees.
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An overseas pre-wedding photoshoot offers not only unique and

picturesque backdrops but also a memorable experience.

Whether combining it with a honeymoon or simply seeking a

new adventure, careful planning, budgeting, and communication

with your photographer will ensure that the final result reflects

the dream you envisioned.
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Choosing your wedding gown is one of the most
exciting parts of wedding planning. Every bride
deserves to feel stunning, confident, and
comfortable in their gown. While it's helpful to
understand how different styles flatter different
body types, the most important factor is finding a
gown that makes you feel beautiful.

This chapter offers practical tips for selecting a
gown that enhances your unique shape, while also
encouraging you to trust your instincts and choose
what feels right for you.

Chapter 9
Tips for Finding the
Perfect Wedding Gown
for Your Body Type
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Understanding your body shape can help guide your gown search, but remember that these

guidelines are flexible, not fixed rules. Here are some common body shapes:

Hourglass: A well-balanced bust and hips with a narrower waist.

Pear (Triangle): Wider hips compared to the bust and shoulders, with a defined waist.

Inverted Triangle: Broader shoulders and bust with narrower hips.

Rectangle (Slim/Athletic): A straight figure with similar bust, waist, and hip measurements.

Apple: Fuller around the midsection with a less defined waist.

Remember, your gown should make you feel radiant and comfortable, regardless of body

shape. If you love a particular style that’s not “recommended” for your shape, don’t hesitate to

try it on—you may be surprised!

Know Your Body Shape – But Focus on What You Love
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Hourglass Shape

Characteristics: Balanced proportions between the bust and hips with a well-defined waist.

Best Choices:

A-line, ball gown, sheath, mermaid, and trumpet silhouettes highlight your natural

curves while emphasizing the waist.

Fit-and-flare styles are also excellent for enhancing your hourglass shape.

Pear Shape

Characteristics: Wider hips with a smaller bust and waist.

Best Choices:

A-line, empire, ball gown, and trumpet silhouettes help balance proportions by

accentuating the waist while gradually flaring below the hips.

Off-shoulder necklines and embellished bodices draw attention upwards, creating a

more balanced look.

Choosing the Right Silhouette for Your Shape
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Inverted Triangle Shape

Characteristics: Broader shoulders with a narrower waist and hips.

Best Choices:

A-line and ball gown silhouettes add volume to the lower body, balancing the broader

upper body.

V-necklines and minimal detailing on the shoulders help create a proportional look,

while defining the waist adds harmony to the shape.

Rectangle Shape

Characteristics: Similar measurements across the bust, waist, and hips, creating a straight

silhouette.

Best Choices:

A-line, empire, sheath, and trumpet silhouettes add curves and define the waist.

Dresses with belts, ruffles, or embellishments enhance an hourglass-like effect, adding

volume to the bust and hips.

Apple Shape

Characteristics: Fuller around the midsection with a less defined waist.

Best Choices:

Empire waist and A-line gowns are ideal, as they elongate the torso and create a

slimming effect.

V-necklines and flowing skirts draw attention upward, helping to balance the silhouette.

Remember, the best silhouette is the one that makes you feel confident and beautiful. Choose

a gown that not only highlights your best features but also aligns with your personal style!
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Choosing the right neckline is key to framing your face and upper body. Here’s a guide to help:

V-Neck: Elongates the neck and is perfect for balancing a fuller bust or broad shoulders.

Sweetheart: Softens the neckline and enhances curves, ideal for hourglass and pear

shapes.

Strapless: Highlights the shoulders and collarbone, making it for hourglass and petite

brides.

High Neck: Provides coverage and adds elegance, particularly flattering for taller brides or

those looking for a modest option.

Scoop Neck: Universally flattering, it adds a soft, rounded neckline that works well for all

body types.

Focus on Necklines that Flatter

The fabric of your gown plays a big role in how the dress drapes and how you feel in it. Here’s a

quick guide to help you choose:

Structured Fabrics (Satin, Mikado, Taffeta): These fabrics provide shape and support,

perfect for creating clean lines and a tailored look, especially for apple or hourglass shapes.

Flowy Fabrics (Chiffon, Tulle, Organza): Light and airy, these fabrics create soft movement

and are ideal for outdoor weddings especially for pear-shaped or petite brides who want

something elegant yet comfortable.

Lace and Embellishments: Lace adds romantic texture, while beading or embroidery can

add visual interest to the bodice or skirt. These details work well if you want to highlight

certain areas like your upper body or waist.

Fabric Choices: Think About How You Want to Feel
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Regardless of your body type, the fit of your gown is everything. A gown that fits well will

not only flatter your shape but also help you feel confident and comfortable all day. Make

sure to schedule at least two or three fittings to ensure the gown hugs in all the right places

without being too tight or too loose.

Tailoring Tips: Whether you need to adjust the hemline, add support to the bust, or

slightly take in the waist, don’t hesitate to ask your tailor for adjustments that make the

gown feel perfect for you.

The Importance of Fit and Tailoring

Ultimately, the best gown is the one that makes you feel like the most beautiful version of

yourself. While knowing your body type can be helpful, don’t let it restrict your choices. Try

on different styles, even ones you wouldn’t normally consider—you might be surprised by

what makes you feel amazing. The goal is to find a gown that reflects your personality,

makes you feel comfortable, and lets you shine on your big day.

Confidence is Key: Trust Your Instincts

Finding the perfect wedding gown is about

feeling beautiful and confident.

Understanding your body shape and

choosing the right silhouette, fabric, and

style will help you look and feel your best

on your special day.
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While the wedding gown often gets a lot of
attention, choosing the right suit or tuxedo is just
as important for the groom. Your suit should reflect
your personal style, fit the overall theme of the
wedding, and, most importantly, make you feel
confident and comfortable. This chapter offers tips
for finding the perfect suit, taking into account your
body type, style preferences, and the formality of
the occasion.

Chapter 10
Tips for Choosing the
Perfect Suit for Your
Wedding

5 6



Before diving into the details of fit and

tailoring, it’s important to know the different

types of wedding suits available. Each type

suits different levels of formality and personal

style:

Classic Suit: A versatile option that can be

dressed up or down, depending on the

occasion. Suitable for semi-formal to

formal weddings.

Tuxedo: A more formal option, typically

with satin details on the lapels and pants.

Best for black-tie or ultra-formal events.

Three-Piece Suit: Includes a jacket, pants,

and a waistcoat (vest). It adds a touch of

sophistication and is perfect for formal

weddings.

Double-Breasted Suit: A jacket with

overlapping front flaps and two sets of

buttons, offering a more traditional,

formal style that adds a refined touch to

any event.

Casual Suit or Blazer: Ideal for outdoor or

beach weddings, a more relaxed suit or

blazer paired with dress pants offers a

stylish yet comfortable look.

Understand the Basics of
Suit Styles

5 7



Like wedding gowns, suits come in various fits that flatter different body types.

Choosing the right fit is crucial to looking sharp and feeling comfortable

throughout the day. Here’s a guide to the most common fits:

Slim Fit

Best For: Slim or athletic body types.

Features: A slim-fit suit is tailored close to the body with a narrow cut

through the waist and chest. It offers a modern and sleek appearance,

perfect for grooms who prefer a sharp silhouette.

Classic Fit

Best For: Average to larger body types.

Features: A classic-fit suit offers a more relaxed cut, providing extra comfort

without sacrificing style. It allows for easy movement and is ideal for grooms

who prefer a traditional, timeless look.

Modern Fit

Best For: Most body types.

Features: A modern-fit suit is a hybrid between slim and classic fits, offering

a tailored look without being too tight. It’s perfect for grooms who want

something sharp yet comfortable.

Athletic Fit

Best For: Muscular or broader body types.

Features: Athletic-fit suits are designed with extra room in the shoulders and

chest while tapering at the waist, giving a well-proportioned look for grooms

with muscular builds.

Choose the Right Fit for Your Body Type
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Your suit should complement the overall

theme and formality of your wedding, as

well as the venue. Here are some tips for

aligning your suit with your wedding setting:

Black-Tie/Formal Weddings: A tuxedo

or three-piece suit is the perfect choice

for a formal, black-tie event. Opt for

classic colors like black, navy, or

charcoal.

Beach Weddings: For a beach or

outdoor wedding, opt for a lightweight

suit or a linen blazer in lighter shades

such as beige, light grey, or even pastel

colors. This will keep you cool while

maintaining a stylish appearance.

Garden Weddings: Garden weddings

are typically more relaxed, so a semi-

formal or modern-fit suit in soft tones

like grey, blue, or green complements

the outdoor setting.

Casual/Boho Weddings: For a more

laid-back, bohemian wedding, a casual

suit or even a mismatched blazer and

pants combo works well. You can also

play with textures like linen or tweed.

Consider Your Wedding
Theme and Venue

Choosing the right fabric is key to ensuring

comfort and style. The season, location, and

formality of your wedding will influence

which fabric works best:

Wool: A classic fabric for suits, wool is

versatile and can be worn year-round.

It’s breathable and durable, making it

perfect for formal weddings.

Cotton: A lightweight option that’s ideal

for warmer weather. Cotton suits are

breathable and offer a casual yet

polished look, perfect for summer or

outdoor weddings.

Linen: A popular choice for beach or

tropical weddings, linen suits are

lightweight and comfortable. However,

linen wrinkles easily, so it’s best for more

casual, laid-back weddings.

Velvet: A luxurious fabric often used for

fall or winter weddings. Velvet blazers

can add a touch of glamour to a formal

or black-tie wedding.

Tweed: A textured, heavier fabric ideal

for rustic or winter weddings. Tweed

suits have a more vintage or boho look,

perfect for grooms who want something

different.

Pay Attention to Fabrics
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The color of your suit plays a significant role in how formal or casual your

wedding look appears. Consider these classic and trendy color options:

Classic Colors (Black, Navy, Charcoal): These are the go-to options for

formal or black-tie weddings. They’re timeless and sophisticated, ensuring a

sharp, elegant look.

Lighter Colors (Beige, Light Grey, Pastels): Perfect for spring, summer, or

outdoor weddings, lighter colors give a more relaxed and fresh vibe.

Bold Colors (Burgundy, Emerald, Deep Blue): For grooms looking to make a

statement, bold colors like burgundy, emerald green, or deep blue are

trendy and stylish options for modern weddings.

Patterns (Plaid, Stripes): If you want something unique, consider patterned

suits, such as plaid or pinstripe. These add character and personality to your

wedding look.

Choose the Right Color
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Accessories can elevate your wedding day look and add personal flair. Here are a few

accessories to consider:

Tie or Bowtie: Whether you opt for a tie or bowtie depends on your wedding’s

formality. A bowtie is great for black-tie events, while a necktie is versatile for any

occasion. Choose a color or pattern that complements your suit and theme.

Pocket Square: A pocket square adds a touch of elegance to your suit. It’s a simple

yet effective way to introduce color or patterns.

Cufflinks: For more formal events, cufflinks add a refined, polished look to your

shirt cuffs.

Boutonnière: A boutonnière (floral pin on the lapel) adds a natural element to your

suit. Coordinate it with the wedding theme or the bride’s bouquet.

Belt or Suspenders: Depending on the style of your suit, opt for a slim belt or

suspenders for a more vintage look. Make sure the accessories match your shoes

for a cohesive style.

Accessorize Thoughtfully

Regardless of the style you choose, the

most important aspect of your suit is

how it fits. A well-fitted suit will make

you look sharp and feel comfortable all

day long. Schedule at least two to three

fittings to ensure the suit fits perfectly

on the wedding day.

Tailoring Tips: During fittings, focus

on getting the jacket to fit properly

at the shoulders, ensuring the waist

is tailored to your body shape, and

checking that the pants are the right

length (no bunching or excess fabric

at the ankles).

Fit is Key: 
Schedule Fittings

While there are many guidelines for

choosing the perfect suit, the most

important factor is how you feel in it.

Whether you choose a classic black

tuxedo or a modern colored suit, make

sure it makes you feel confident and

reflects your personal style. Your

wedding day is about celebrating you

and your partner, so wear something

that makes you feel great.

Trust Your Style and
Feel Confident
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Your wedding day is one of the most important
days of your life, and capturing every significant
moment is crucial. Proper planning and clear
communication with your photographer can help
ensure that the day is documented beautifully and
seamlessly. This chapter will guide you through
the key aspects of wedding day photography,
from preparations to the reception.

Chapter 11
The Wedding Day
Photography
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To make the most of your wedding day photography, preparation is key. Here’s how to

get ready:

Share the Timeline: Make sure your photographer has a copy of the final wedding

day timeline well in advance. This allows them to plan their shots and be in the right

place at the right time.

Prepare the Venue: Make sure the venue is tidy and ready for photos when the

photographer arrives. This includes having the bridal suite organized for getting-

ready shots.

Gather Details: Have all the important details (rings, shoes, bouquet, invitations,

etc.) in one place so the photographer can easily capture them without delays.

Preparing for the Photographer's Arrival

The morning of your wedding is filled with anticipation and special moments. Here’s

what your photographer should focus on:

Getting Ready: Photos of the bride and groom getting ready are some of the most

intimate and emotional. This includes shots of the bride's makeup, hair, and gown,

as well as the groom's final preparations.

Candid Moments: These are the unscripted moments that truly capture the

emotions of the day—laughter, tears, and quiet reflections.

Family and Friends: Including your closest friends and family in these shots adds a

personal touch, as they often share in the excitement and help with preparations.

Capturing the Morning Preparations
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Posing naturally in front of the camera can be challenging, especially on a day filled

with so many emotions. Here are some tips:

Relax and Be Yourselves: The best photos often come when couples are relaxed

and enjoying the moment. Focus on each other rather than the camera.

Trust Your Photographer: Experienced photographers will guide you into poses

that look natural and flattering. Trust their direction and don’t be afraid to

communicate your preferences.

Include Loved Ones: Group photos with family and friends are essential. Make a list

of must-have group shots and share it with your photographer to ensure everyone

is included.

Posing Tips for Couples and Family
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The wedding ceremony is the heart of your special
day, where you officially begin your journey as a
married couple. Capturing the emotions and
significance of this moment is crucial. In this
chapter, we’ll explore key moments your
photographer should focus on, tips for achieving
natural and candid photos, and how to ensure all
important moments are captured.

Chapter 12
The Wedding Ceremony
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The wedding ceremony is filled with moments that you’ll

want to remember forever. Here are some of the essential

shots your photographer should capture:

The Processional: The entrance of the bride, groom, and

wedding party sets the tone for the ceremony. This

includes the bride walking down the aisle, the groom’s

reaction, and the expressions of family and friends.

The Vows: The exchange of vows is one of the most

emotional parts of the ceremony. Close-up shots of the

couple as they exchange their promises are a must.

The Exchange of Rings: The moment when rings are

exchanged symbolizes the commitment you’re making.

Capture close-ups of the rings as they are placed on each

other’s fingers.

The First Kiss: The first kiss as a married couple is a

quintessential moment. Your photographer should be

ready to capture it from the best angle, ensuring it’s a shot

you’ll treasure.

The Recessional: The exit of the couple as they walk back

down the aisle as newlyweds is another joyful moment to

capture, along with the reactions of the guests.

Key Moments and Details to Capture
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For Chinese weddings, the gate-crashing ceremony (闯门 ) adds a fun and playful

element before the formal ceremony begins. During this ritual, the groom and his

groomsmen must overcome a series of challenges set by the bridesmaids to win entry

to the bride’s house. Here are some photography-friendly gate-crashing games that

provide plenty of action and photo opportunities

Gate-Crashing: Photography-Friendly Games

How it Works: The groom and his groomsmen must pop balloons tied around their

waists without using their hands—often by bumping into each other or sitting on the

balloons.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game creates lots of action and laughter, with

exaggerated body movements and humorous facial expressions that make for

great candid shots.

Balloon Popping Challenge
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How it Works: The groomsmen must consume foods that represent the four

aspects of life (酸甜苦辣 ), such as lemon (sour), chocolate (sweet), bitter melon

(bitter), and chili peppers (spicy).

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: Close-up shots of their reactions, especially after

eating spicy or bitter foods, provide great candid photos of their exaggerated facial

expressions.

Sour, Sweet, Bitter, Spicy Challenge

How It Works: The groom and his groomsmen are given a set of funny or quirky

costumes, wigs, or props that they need to put on within a time limit. The objective

is to complete the challenge and perform a short dance or act while dressed up,

adding to the hilarity of the moment.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game brings out loads of humor and creativity

as the participants struggle to dress up quickly. It’s a fantastic opportunity for

capturing playful expressions, exaggerated poses, and lots of laughter, making it an

engaging and fun moment to photograph.

Dress Up Challenge
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How It Works: The groom is presented with photos of separate facial features, such

as the bride’s eyes, nose, and mouth. He must correctly identify which features

belong to his bride to pass the challenge.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game creates lots of laughter and amusing

expressions as the groom tries to recognize each facial feature. Close-up shots of

his reactions and the groomsmen’s encouragement make for memorable and

candid photos.

Identifying the Bride's Features

How It Works: The groomsmen wear tissue boxes strapped to their waists, with

ping-pong balls inside. They must shake their hips and jump around to get all the

balls out of the box within a time limit.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game creates energetic and fun moments,

with plenty of laughter and dramatic expressions as the groomsmen try to shake

the balls out. The dynamic movements make for great action shots and candid

reactions.

Shake the Ping-Pong Ball Out of the Tissue Box
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How it Works: The groom and his groomsmen must recreate various yoga poses

demonstrated by the bridesmaids. The poses start simple but gradually become

more challenging and humorous.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game provides a lot of physical action, with

the groomsmen’s efforts to hold difficult poses resulting in funny and exaggerated

body positions, perfect for candid shots.

Yoga Challenge

How It Works: The groom (or sometimes groomsmen) is blindfolded and must try

to eat snacks or food items that are tied to strings hanging from a pole or rope. The

challenge is to eat the snack hands-free, using only their mouth, while being

guided by verbal instructions from the groomsmen or bridesmaids.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game creates plenty of fun and hilarious

moments, as participants struggle to catch the dangling snacks with their mouths

while blindfolded. The reactions of the groom, the cheering friends, and any

surprise outcomes make for great candid and action-filled shots.

Eating the Hanging Food (Blindfolded Snack Game)
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How It Works: Participants, usually the groom and his groomsmen, must pass a

straw from one person to the next using only their mouths, without dropping it. The

challenge is to complete the line-up without losing the straw, testing their

teamwork and coordination.

Why It’s Photography-Friendly: This game generates plenty of funny expressions

and close contact, making it perfect for capturing candid reactions. The

concentration, unexpected drops, and the playful atmosphere create memorable

and entertaining shots.

Straw Passing Challenge

These games ensure that the action and expressions are highly visual, creating

dynamic and engaging photographs without relying on sound or verbal

communication.
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Incorporating special elements into your wedding

can add emotional depth and unique moments to

your wedding day, whether it’s a Chinese

wedding, garden wedding, ROM, or beach

wedding. Here are a few ideas to make the

morning even more meaningful and visually

captivating

Ideas to Make Your Wedding
More Interesting
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The first look is an intimate and emotional moment where the couple sees each other

for the first time before the ceremony. It’s a beautiful way to capture the raw emotions

of the day without the pressure of an audience. The first look offers a personal, quiet

moment between the bride and groom before the wedding day truly begins.

How to Make It Special: Choose a serene location for your first look, whether it’s a

garden, a secluded beach, or even the bridal suite. This intimate moment can be

captured beautifully and helps calm nerves before the ceremony begins.

First Look

A first look doesn’t have to be just for the couple. You can share the moment with your

parents or bridesmaids, giving them the opportunity to see you in your wedding attire

for the first time. This is an emotional and touching moment, perfect for capturing

heartfelt reactions from your loved ones.

How to Make It Special: Plan this in a quiet space where the reactions of your

parents or bridesmaids can be truly savored. Whether it’s in the family home, a

garden, or the bridal suite, these moments create lifelong memories.

Parents' or Bridesmaids' First Look
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While typically done during the reception, the bouquet toss can also be incorporated into the

morning session as part of the preparation fun with your bridesmaids. Add a unique twist by

tying ribbons to the bouquet, with one being the winning ribbon, or by creating a more

personalized version with your close friends and family before the ceremony begins.

How to Make It Special: For an intimate, morning session, this could take place as a fun

pre-ceremony ritual with your bridesmaids, offering a lighter and playful moment before

the formalities of the day begin.

Bouquet Toss

A pre-ceremony letter exchange is a heartfelt way for the bride and groom to connect before

the ceremony. Writing down your thoughts and feelings allows for a deeply personal

moment to reflect on your journey together before walking down the aisle.

How to Make It Special: The letters can be exchanged through a member of the wedding

party or left at a meaningful location for the other to discover. Reading these letters

privately, or even together just before the ceremony, adds an intimate layer to the

morning’s emotions.

Pre-Ceremony Letter Exchange
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Deciding whether to have one or two photographers at

your wedding ceremony depends on several factors,

such as the size of the event, level of coverage, and how

important multiple perspectives are to you.

One vs. Two Photographers:
Which Is Best for Your Ceremony?
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Multiple Angles: With two photographers, you can capture different perspectives

at the same time. While one photographer focuses on the bride walking down the

aisle, the other can capture the groom’s reaction or the guests' expressions,

ensuring that all key moments are preserved.

Full Day Coverage: Two photographers allow for simultaneous coverage of events.

This is particularly helpful when the bride and groom are getting ready in separate

locations, ensuring both moments are documented without time constraints.

Efficient Timeline: Two photographers can streamline the flow of group photos

after the ceremony. While one photographer is capturing family portraits, the other

can focus on candid moments and cocktail hour details, ensuring no time is wasted.

Candid and Documentary Moments: The second photographer can capture

behind-the-scenes moments, emotional reactions from guests, and other

spontaneous interactions, adding depth to the wedding album.

Same Day Edit Flexibility: If you’ve requested a same day edit, two photographers

can make this process smoother. While one photographer focuses on editing the

same day footage during the cocktail hour, the second photographer can continue

covering the event, including guest arrivals and candid moments. This ensures no

part of the celebration is missed during the preparation of the same-day edit.

Venue Coverage: Larger venues or outdoor spaces are more efficiently covered

with two photographers. While one focuses on the ceremony, the other can

capture wide shots of the venue, decor, and atmosphere.

Benefits of Two Photographers
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Smaller or Intimate Weddings: If your wedding is smaller or more intimate, one

photographer may be enough to capture the day’s important moments. A single

photographer can still capture all essential parts of the ceremony, as the smaller

space makes it easier to cover everything.

Budget Considerations: If budget is a concern, hiring one photographer is more

affordable while still ensuring professional coverage of the key events. A single

photographer will focus on the most important shots and can still deliver a

beautiful and complete story.

Focused Coverage: A single photographer can provide focused coverage of the

couple and key moments, and if you are clear about your preferences and must-

have shots, they can efficiently meet your expectations.

When One Photographer is Sufficient
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Things to Consider Before Deciding
Venue Size and Layout: Large venues or events spread

out over multiple locations can be challenging for one

photographer to cover comprehensively. In these cases, a

second photographer can ensure more areas and angles

are captured.

Importance of Details: If you want a more in-depth

documentation of candid moments, guest reactions, and

smaller details that may not be the main focus, a second

photographer will help add those layers to your wedding

album.

Timeline Complexity: Weddings with a tight timeline or

multiple simultaneous events (e.g., getting ready in

different locations) benefit from two photographers, as

they allow for parallel coverage, reducing any risk of

missed moments.

Same Day Edits: For couples opting for a same day edit,

two photographers can divide the tasks more effectively.

While one photographer works on the same day edit the

other can continue shooting key events like cocktail hour

and guest arrivals.

Ultimately, the decision depends on your wedding’s complexity, budget,

and the depth of coverage you desire. Two photographers provide a

broader and more detailed perspective of your day, while one

photographer can still beautifully capture a more focused narrative.
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Candid photos often carry the most emotion, capturing

genuine reactions and interactions. Here’s how to help your

photographer capture these moments:

Be in the Moment: Forget about the camera and focus on

your partner and the significance of the moment. Genuine

emotions naturally lead to beautiful photos.

Encourage Guest Interaction: Encourage your guests to

be present and enjoy the ceremony rather than focusing

on taking their own photos. This allows your photographer

to capture more authentic moments.

Trust Your Photographer: An experienced photographer

will anticipate key moments and be ready to capture

them as they happen. Trust their ability to document the

ceremony naturally.

Tips for Natural and Candid Photos

To ensure no significant moment is missed, clear

communication with your photographer is essential:

Provide a Shot List: Before the wedding, provide your

photographer with a list of must-have shots, especially if

there are specific traditions or people you want to be

captured.

Assign a Point Person: Designate a trusted friend or family

member who knows the important guests and can help

coordinate group shots or assist the photographer in

identifying key moments.

Discuss Cultural or Religious Rituals: If your ceremony

includes specific cultural or religious rituals, make sure

your photographer understands their importance and

timing. This helps them prepare to capture these

moments with the respect and attention they deserve.

Ensuring All Important Moments Are
Captured
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The wedding ceremony is the heart of your special day, where emotions run high and

lifelong commitments are made. By working closely with your photographer to capture

every essential moment—from the processional to the recessional—you can create a

visual narrative that reflects the beauty, emotions, and meaning of your wedding.

Weddings often include various religious and cultural

rituals that are deeply meaningful. Here’s how to ensure

these are captured effectively:

Educate Your Photographer: If your photographer isn’t

familiar with the specific rituals of your ceremony, take

the time to explain their significance and any specific

moments that should be photographed.

Plan Ahead: Coordinate with your officiant and

photographer to ensure there’s a clear understanding

of the ceremony’s flow and any restrictions on where

the photographer can be during certain parts of the

ceremony.

Respect and Sensitivity: Some rituals may be solemn

or sacred. Ensure your photographer knows how to

approach these moments with the appropriate level of

respect and discretion.

Understanding Religious and
Cultural Rituals
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The wedding reception is a time of celebration,
where you and your guests can relax, enjoy, and
create lasting memories. It’s filled with important
moments that your photographer will want to
capture, from the first dance to candid interactions
among your loved ones. This chapter will guide
you through the key moments to document, how
to balance candid and posed shots, and tips for
making your reception more interesting and
memorable.

Chapter 13
The Wedding Reception
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The reception is a dynamic event with many significant moments. Here are some of the key

events your photographer should focus on:

Important Moments to Document

The Grand Entrance: The entrance of

the newlyweds to the reception is

often met with cheers and applause.

This moment is full of energy and

excitement, making it a must-capture

shot.

First Dance: The first dance is one of

the most romantic moments of the

evening. Your photographer should be

ready to capture the emotion and

connection between you and your

partner as you share this special dance.

Speeches and Toasts: Speeches from

the best man, maid of honor, and

parents are filled with heartfelt words

and often some humor. These

moments, along with the reactions of

the couple and guests, are important to

document.

Cake Cutting: The cake cutting is a fun

and traditional part of the reception.

Whether you opt for a classic pose or a

playful one, this moment deserves to

be captured.

Guest Reactions: Throughout the

reception, candid shots of your guests

enjoying themselves, dancing, and

celebrating will add a lively and

personal touch to your wedding album.
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A successful wedding album typically includes a mix

of candid and posed shots. Here’s how to strike the

right balance

Candid Shots vs. Posed Shots:
Finding the Balance

Candid Shots: Candid photos capture the genuine

emotions and spontaneous moments of your

reception. Encourage your photographer to move

around the venue, discreetly capturing

interactions between guests, laughter, and the

overall atmosphere. These shots are often the

most treasured because they reflect the true joy

of the day.

Posed Shots: While candid shots are essential,

posed photos also have their place. These include

group photos with family and friends, as well as

portraits of the couple. To keep posed shots

looking natural, have your photographer guide

you into relaxed poses that feel comfortable and

genuine.

Blending Styles: Discuss with your photographer

how they plan to blend candid and posed shots

throughout the evening. A good photographer will

know how to capture the formal moments without

interrupting the flow of the event, as well as how

to document the natural, unscripted interactions

that make your reception unique.
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A lively and engaging reception ensures that both you and your guests

have a memorable experience. Here are some ideas to make your

wedding reception more fun:

Interactive Food Stations: Instead of a traditional buffet, consider

interactive food stations such as a build-your-own taco bar, sushi

station, or live cooking stations. These stations add an element of

fun and engagement for guests, allowing them to create their

perfect dish.

Photo Booth or Selfie Stations: Set up a photo booth with fun

props, or a stylish selfie station with custom backdrops where

guests can take photos and share them on social media. It’s an

enjoyable activity for guests and adds more candid, lighthearted

photos to your album.

Live Entertainment: Hiring a live band, singer, or even a magician

can add a dynamic element to your reception. Live performances

create an interactive atmosphere that keeps guests entertained

and adds excitement to the event.

Games and Activities: Incorporating games at your reception can

add humor, interaction, and excitement. Here are some popular

games that will make your reception unforgettable.

Making Your Reception More Interesting
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In this playful game, one partner is blindfolded while several people (including the

other partner) line up. The blindfolded person touches different body parts—like

hands, arms, or hair—of the participants to try and identify which one is their

spouse. It's always fun to see the reactions when someone guesses wrong, and it

provides great candid moments for the photographer to capture.

The Blindfold Guessing Game (Who’s Your Partner?)

A fun game for getting guests to interact is a wedding scavenger hunt. Guests are

given a list of items or tasks to find or complete, such as "Take a photo with the

bride and groom," "Find someone who has been married for more than 20 years," or

"Snap a selfie with the wedding cake." The game encourages mingling and adds a

playful, competitive spirit to the event. Your photographer can capture guests in

action as they complete the challenges.

The Scavenger Hunt

The Anniversary Dance is a lovely way to honor the longest-married couple at the

reception. All married couples are invited onto the dance floor, and as the song

progresses, the emcee asks couples to leave the floor if they have been married

for less than a certain number of years (e.g., 5 years, 10 years, etc.). The last couple

remaining is usually the one married the longest and they are often invited to give

advice to the newlyweds. This is a heartwarming moment that provides great photo

opportunities.

The Anniversary Dance
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This classic wedding game involves the couple sitting back-to-back, each holding

one of their own shoes and one of their partner’s shoes. The emcee or a guest asks

funny or revealing questions like “Who’s the better cook?” or “Who said ‘I love you’

first?” The couple raises the shoe of the person they believe best fits the answer.

This game brings laughter and lighthearted competition, creating a fun atmosphere

for guests and providing entertaining moments for your photographer to capture.

The Shoe Game

This game is perfect for adding a personal touch to your reception. The Wedding

Trivia Game involves asking guests questions about the couple, such as “Where did

the couple meet?” or “Who made the first move?” You can have the emcee read

the questions, and guests write down their answers or shout them out. The person

who knows the couple best wins a small prize. It’s a fun way to see how well your

guests know your love story and create fun, engaging moments.

The Wedding Trivia Game

Add table trivia cards to each guest’s table with questions about the bride and

groom. Each table competes as a team, and the winning table receives a small

prize. It's a great way to encourage guests to talk, laugh, and bond over shared

memories and fun facts about the couple.

Table Trivia or Quiz



Unique Dance Floor Ideas: In addition to the classic first dance,

you could organize a flash mob, a dance-off, or even a surprise

choreographed routine with your wedding party. These moments

energize the crowd and provide unique, memorable photo

opportunities.

Guest-Generated Content: Place disposable cameras or Polaroids

on each table, encouraging guests to capture their own photos

throughout the night. Guest-generated images can be a fun

addition to your professional photography.

Interactive Favors: Provide guests with personalized favors they

can enjoy during the reception, such as customized cocktails, mini

dessert boxes, or DIY flower bouquets. These small details create a

more intimate experience and make guests feel more involved in

the celebration.

Surprise Elements: Incorporate surprise elements, such as a

fireworks display, a surprise performance, or even a late-night

snack bar. These surprises will keep guests excited and make for

some stunning visual moments.

Sparklers for Outdoor Receptions: Sparklers are a magical

addition to outdoor receptions, especially for a grand exit. Hand out

sparklers to your guests and coordinate a send-off at the end of

the night. Not only does it create a beautiful, glowing effect for

photos, but it also makes for an unforgettable final moment with

your guests. Your photographer can capture breathtaking shots of

the couple walking through a tunnel of sparklers, highlighting the

joyful end to the evening.
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The atmosphere of your wedding reception—the decor,

lighting, music, and mood—is an essential part of the

story. Here’s how your photographer can capture it:

Decor and Details: Before guests arrive, have your

photographer take detailed shots of the decor, table

settings, centerpieces, and any other special touches

you’ve included. These details add depth to your

wedding album and help tell the full story of your day.

Lighting and Ambiance: The lighting at your

reception plays a significant role in setting the mood.

Whether it’s romantic candlelight, vibrant uplighting,

or twinkling fairy lights, your photographer should

capture how the lighting sets the atmosphere.”

Dancing and Celebration: The dance floor is where

the energy of the reception really comes alive. Photos

of you and your guests dancing, laughing, and having

a great time will bring the celebration to life in your

album.

Cultural or Themed Elements: If your reception

includes cultural traditions or a specific theme, make

sure these elements are well-documented. This could

include special dances, performances, or unique

decor that reflects your personal style or heritage.

Capturing the Atmosphere

A well-planned wedding reception

is not only a celebration but also a

collection of lasting memories. From

the first dance to candid guest

reactions, capturing these moments

helps preserve the joy and energy of

the evening. By ensuring your

photographer is prepared, you can

look back on your reception with

fondness for years to come.
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The engagement ceremony is one of the most
significant milestones leading up to an Indian
wedding. This event officially marks the couple’s
commitment to each other and involves the
blessings of their families. Although it’s less
elaborate than the wedding itself, the engagement
ceremony is filled with important rituals, traditions,
and joyful celebrations. Here’s what you can
expect and how to plan for this special day.

Chapter 14
Indian Engagement
Ceremony
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The engagement ceremony, often referred to as Sagai or Roka (depending on regional

and cultural backgrounds), is an exciting event where both families come together to

celebrate the couple’s commitment. The ceremony typically involves:

Ring Exchange: The most anticipated moment is when the bride and groom

exchange rings, symbolizing their engagement.

Family Blessings: Elders from both families offer blessings to the couple for a

prosperous and happy life together.

Gifts Exchange: The families may exchange gifts as a sign of goodwill and unity.

Ceremonial Prayers: A small prayer ceremony (puja or arti) is often performed,

invoking blessings from the gods.

This event brings together close family and friends, usually in a more intimate setting, and

is followed by a light celebration with music, dancing, and sometimes a small reception.

What Happens During an Indian Engagement
Ceremony

The engagement ceremony is a time to dress in traditional and elegant

attire, as it is one of the first formal events of your wedding journey.

For Brides: Brides typically wear traditional outfits like a sari or

lehenga in rich colors such as red, pink, or gold. You may want to

choose a more ornate outfit to stand out, but still keep in mind that

your wedding attire will likely be more elaborate.

Tip: Choose accessories that complement your outfit, like

matching jewelry sets, bangles, and a statement necklace or

earrings. Many brides opt for a more subtle hairstyle and makeup

compared to what they will wear on the wedding day.

For Grooms: Grooms often wear a sherwani, kurta, or a well-tailored

suit. You can choose classic colors like ivory, beige, or pastel shades,

which balance well with the bride’s attire.

Tip: Consider coordinating your outfit with your bride’s color

scheme for a cohesive look in photos. Don’t forget about details

like a pocket square or a statement watch to elevate your look.

What to Wear for Your Engagement
Ceremony
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The engagement ceremony includes several important moments that you’ll want to plan

for and ensure are captured beautifully.

Ring Exchange: The symbolic ring exchange is the highlight of the engagement.

Ensure the moment is well-planned and practiced if necessary, so the exchange feels

natural and smooth.

Tip: You may want to have a designated spot for the exchange, such as a stage or

a beautifully decorated area that becomes the focal point for this moment.

Family Blessings: After the ring exchange, the couple usually receives blessings from

the elders of both families. This is an emotional moment, as it signifies the families’

acceptance of the union.

Tip: Ensure you have time for each family member or elder to offer their blessing,

and consider setting aside a quiet moment for this part of the ceremony.

Group Photos: Once the formal ceremony is complete, plan time for group photos

with family and close friends. This is a great way to document everyone who

participated in your special day.

Tip: Pre-plan the group photos and communicate with your photographer about

who should be included in the photos. This ensures the process is smooth and

organized, avoiding any last-minute chaos.

Key Moments to Plan for
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Although the engagement ceremony follows traditional customs, there’s plenty of room

for personalization. Here are a few ways to make it unique and memorable:

Customize Your Decor: Whether you’re hosting the ceremony at home, a banquet

hall, or an outdoor venue, you can personalize the decor with florals, drapes, and

lighting that reflect your style and personality.

Tip: Consider adding elements that are meaningful to you as a couple, such as

using favorite flowers or incorporating your wedding color scheme.

Incorporate Music and Dance: After the formalities, engagement ceremonies often

transition into a lighthearted celebration. Include a playlist of your favorite songs or

even choreograph a couple’s dance to add a fun element to the evening.

Tip: If your family or friends are up for it, plan a few performances or speeches to

keep the atmosphere lively and engaging.

Exchange of Gifts: In some Indian traditions, the couple and their families exchange

gifts as a gesture of goodwill. You can personalize these gifts by incorporating

meaningful elements, such as custom jewelry, a letter, or a special token that reflects

your journey together.

Personalizing Your Engagement Ceremony
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Even though the engagement ceremony is often smaller in scale than the

wedding itself, it’s still a significant event that you’ll want to document

thoroughly. Here’s how to ensure the day is beautifully captured:

Hire a Photographer: While many couples focus on wedding

photography, it's a good idea to hire a professional photographer for

your engagement ceremony as well. This event often involves many

meaningful moments that you’ll want to look back on.

Tip: Discuss your vision with the photographer ahead of time, so

they know which moments to prioritize—whether it’s the ring

exchange, family blessings, or candid moments between you and

your guests.

Capture Candid Moments: Some of the best memories are made when

you’re not posing. Request that your photographer to focus on

capturing candid interactions between you, your partner, and your

loved ones throughout the event.

Capturing the Day

An Indian engagement ceremony is a significant and joyous event that

brings two families together in celebration of your upcoming marriage. With

the right planning, you can ensure that your engagement ceremony

reflects your personalities and love story while also honoring tradition. By

focusing on key moments, personalizing your decor and attire, and

capturing the day beautifully, you’ll create lasting memories of this special

occasion.
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Indian weddings are known for their elaborate
rituals, vibrant celebrations, and deep cultural
significance. Whether you are planning a Hindu,
Sikh, or Muslim wedding, each ceremony offers
unique traditions that make the day special and
meaningful. This chapter guides you through the
key elements of an Indian wedding, providing
insights into what to expect and how to ensure
everything is beautifully documented.

Chapter 15
Indian Wedding
Traditions
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Indian weddings are typically multi-day

events with several pre-wedding,

wedding, and post-wedding ceremonies.

Each ritual is significant and steeped in

tradition. Let’s explore the key events:

Mehndi Ceremony: The bride’s hands

and feet are adorned with intricate

henna designs during this fun and

celebratory event. Typically, it’s a

female-only gathering filled with

music, dancing, and vibrant colors.

Planning Tip: Ensure that your

Mehndi ceremony has a

comfortable and lively

atmosphere. Consider adding floral

decorations, bright lighting, and

music that reflects your personal

style.

Sangeet Ceremony: The Sangeet is a

night of dancing and performances by

family and friends, celebrating the

union of both families. It’s one of the

most entertaining pre-wedding events,

where everyone lets loose and enjoys

the festivities.

Planning Tip: To create a

memorable Sangeet, plan fun

performances or a choreographed

dance with your partner, wedding

party, or family. Ensure the venue

has good lighting and plenty of

space for dancing.

Understanding Indian
Wedding Ceremonies

Haldi Ceremony: Turmeric paste is

applied to the bride and groom during

the Haldi ceremony. This ritual is said

to bless and purify the couple before

their wedding.

Planning Tip: For the Haldi

ceremony, choose a location

where you can have a casual,

interactive setup. Since things can

get messy, an outdoor or semi-

outdoor area is ideal.
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The wedding day is filled with meaningful rituals that vary depending on the couple’s religion

and region.

Hindu Wedding: Hindu weddings often take place under a mandap, a beautifully

decorated canopy. Some key rituals include:

Kanyadaan: The bride’s father gives her away to the groom in a deeply emotional

moment.

Mangal Pheras: The couple walks around a sacred fire, symbolizing their journey

through life together.

Saptapadi: The bride and groom take seven vows to support and love each other.

Planning Tip: Discuss key rituals with your wedding planner or family to ensure they

are performed with the correct symbolism. Decorate the mandap with flowers, fabrics,

and lighting that match your wedding theme.

Wedding Day Ceremonies

Sikh Wedding (Anand Karaj): Sikh weddings are

conducted in a Gurdwara and focus on

spirituality and simplicity. The couple walks

around the holy book (Guru Granth Sahib) as part

of their union.

Planning Tip: Ensure the seating and decor

reflect the sacredness of the ceremony. The

Gurdwara environment is serene, so the

decor should be simple and elegant.

Muslim Wedding (Nikah): In a Muslim wedding,

the Nikah is the main ceremony where the

couple signs the marriage contract and recites

prayers.

Planning Tip: Incorporate elements of

tradition in the decor, such as lanterns, soft

lighting, and intricate floral arrangements.

The simplicity and elegance of the

ceremony can be highlighted with subtle,

meaningful touches.
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Indian weddings often continue with post-wedding rituals that celebrate the bride’s transition

into her new family.

Vidaai: This is an emotional farewell where the bride leaves her family home to join her

husband. It’s one of the most touching moments of the wedding.

Planning Tip: Ensure that the Vidaai is scheduled at a time when you and your family

can have a private, meaningful goodbye. Consider using flower petals or confetti for a

symbolic send-off.

Grihapravesh: The bride is welcomed into the groom’s home with a small ceremony. She

steps into the home with her right foot, symbolizing good fortune.

Planning Tip: Coordinate the decor at the groom’s home to reflect the warm welcome.

Simple floral garlands or traditional rangoli designs can make the event even more

meaningful.

Post-Wedding Rituals
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Indian weddings are full of beautiful details, vibrant colors, and heartfelt emotions.

Ensuring that these moments are captured is crucial. Here’s how to plan for

memorable wedding photos:

Pre-Wedding Shoots: Many Indian couples choose to have a pre-wedding

photoshoot to document their engagement. This is a great opportunity to capture

more casual, intimate moments before the wedding day.

Planning Tip: Choose a meaningful location, whether it’s a temple, garden, or

the place where you first met. Coordinate outfits that complement each other

and don’t overshadow the venue or setting.

Capturing the Key Rituals: Work with your photographer to ensure they

understand the sequence of your wedding rituals. Each ceremony has its own

pace, and certain moments, like the Mangal Pheras or the ring exchange, are

essential to capture.

Planning Tip: Share your wedding day itinerary with your photographer well in

advance.Discuss your color scheme, theme, and preferred floral arrangements

with your decorator. Consider hiring a photographer who has experience with

Indian weddings, as they will know the timing and importance of the rituals.

Family Portraits: Given the importance of family in Indian weddings, plan for family

portraits after the main ceremony. Make sure to include extended family and close

friends in these formal photos.

Planning Tip: Assign someone from both sides of the family to help organize

family members for the portraits. This way, the process will be quick and

efficient, allowing you more time to enjoy the celebration.

Candid Moments: Some of the most memorable photos are those captured

candidly. The joy, laughter, and emotions shared between you, your partner, and

your family should be documented naturally.

Planning Tip: Ask your photographer to focus on candid moments during the

reception, such as guests dancing, mingling, and celebrating. These

spontaneous shots will reflect the genuine happiness of the day.

Planning for the Perfect Wedding Photos
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Indian weddings require a team of vendors to bring your vision to life. From decorators

to caterers, here’s what you need to keep in mind when choosing your vendors:

Wedding Planner: A wedding planner who understands Indian traditions and can

help coordinate the different events is essential. They can also manage the timing

and logistics of the various ceremonies.

Tip: Ensure your planner is experienced with multi-day weddings and has a

good understanding of both traditional and modern Indian customs.

Decorator: The decor sets the mood for your wedding. Whether it’s a traditional

mandap or a grand reception stage, work with a decorator who can bring your

vision to life.

Tip: Discuss your color scheme, theme, and preferred floral arrangements with

your decorator. Make sure the decor enhances the cultural elements without

overwhelming them.

Caterer: Food is an integral part of Indian weddings. From vegetarian menus to

regional specialties, choose a caterer who can accommodate your family’s

traditions and preferences.

Tip: Arrange for a tasting session with your caterer to finalize the menu and

ensure that all dietary requirements (such as vegetarian or halal options) are

met.

Choosing the Right Vendors
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While Indian weddings are steeped in tradition, there’s plenty of room for

personalization. Here’s how to make your wedding truly your own:

Personal Vows: Some couples choose to write and exchange personal vows in

addition to traditional ones. This can be done during the reception or a quieter part

of the ceremony.

Tip: Discuss this option with your partner if you’d like to include a modern twist

to your wedding ceremony.

Customized Decor: Personalize your wedding decor with elements that reflect

your story as a couple. Whether it’s using monograms, adding photos from your

relationship journey, or incorporating your favorite flowers, small details can make

a big impact.

Reception Entertainment: Consider hiring a live band, a DJ, or even cultural

performers to entertain your guests during the reception. Many couples also plan

special dances with their wedding party or family members.

Tip: Coordinate with your DJ or band to ensure they understand your preferred

music genres, whether it’s traditional Indian music, Bollywood hits, or modern

tracks.

Making Your Wedding Personal

Indian weddings are full of meaningful traditions,

emotional moments, and vibrant celebrations. By

understanding the key ceremonies and planning

for each moment, you can ensure that your

wedding is a beautiful reflection of your love

story. Work closely with your vendors, family, and

photographer to bring your vision to life and

create lasting memories of your special day. 1 0 0



Malay weddings are rich in Islamic traditions and
cultural rituals, making them beautiful, spiritual,
and family-oriented events. A Malay wedding,
known as "Majlis Perkahwinan", often involves
multiple ceremonies, from the pre-wedding
preparations to the post-wedding celebrations.
This chapter guides you through the key elements
of a Malay wedding and offers tips for planning
and ensuring every moment is beautifully
captured.

Chapter 16
Understanding and
Planning a Malay
Wedding
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The Akad Nikah is the most important part of a Malay wedding, as it is the

religious and legal ceremony that makes the marriage official under

Islamic law. During this ceremony, the groom accepts the marriage

contract in front of witnesses, and the couple becomes husband and wife.

What Happens: The groom recites his vows (called Ijab and Qabul) in

the presence of the bride’s wali (guardian), religious officials, and family

members. After the vows, the marriage is legally recognized with the

signing of the contract. In some cases, the bride will also recite her

vows.

Planning Tip: Discuss with your religious officiant (imam) to ensure all

formalities are in order. Prepare a serene, peaceful setting, as the Nikah

is a solemn and spiritual event. Most couples opt for traditional attire—

baju melayu for the groom and baju kurung or kebaya for the bride.

Capturing the Moment: Make sure your photographer is aware of the

key moments, such as the recitation of vows, the signing of the

marriage contract, and the blessing from the wali. These moments are

full of emotion and spiritual importance.

Malay weddings are deeply rooted in Islamic practices, and each ceremony is

meaningful and symbolic. The main events of a Malay wedding are:

Key Elements of a Malay Wedding

Akad Nikah 
(Solemnization Ceremony) 
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The Bersanding ceremony is often seen as the

"main event" of a Malay wedding. This is where

the couple sits together on a beautifully

decorated dais, called the pelamin, and

receives blessings from family members and

guests.

What Happens: The couple, dressed in

elaborate traditional attire, is seated on the

pelamin while guests offer blessings and

prayers. Some families also include the

tepung tawar ritual, where rice flour, water,

and flowers are sprinkled on the couple as a

blessing.

Planning Tip: The pelamin should match

your wedding theme, as it’s the focal point

of the reception. Ensure that your outfits

reflect your personality and the overall style

of the wedding.

Capturing the Moment: The pelamin is the

centerpiece of this event, so ensure your

photographer captures wide-angle shots of

the couple on the dais, along with close-ups

of the blessings and guest interactions.

Group photos with family and friends

around the pelamin are also common.

Bersanding 
(The Wedding Reception)

The Hantaran is the exchange of gifts between

the bride and groom’s families. These gifts are

typically placed in beautifully decorated trays

and can include items like jewelry, perfumes,

traditional clothing, and symbolic items such as

the Quran or prayer mats.

What Happens: Both the bride and groom’s

families exchange the gifts during the

wedding day, and each tray often holds

significant meaning. The number of trays

exchanged is usually an odd number, as

odd numbers are considered auspicious in

Malay culture.

Planning Tip: Make sure your Hantaran gifts

are beautifully packaged, as they are often

displayed during the wedding. Choose

items that are meaningful to you and your

partner, blending tradition with modern

preferences.

Capturing the Moment: The exchange of

hantaran gifts is a highly visual moment.

Ensure your photographer captures

detailed shots of the trays and the

exchange, along with candid photos of

family members involved.

Hantaran 
(Gift Exchange)
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In some Malay weddings, particularly those

from more traditional families, the bride or

groom may partake in a Khatam Al-Quran

ceremony. This ritual involves the couple or just

the bride reciting verses from the Quran as a

symbol of spiritual completion before marriage.

Planning Tip: If this is part of your wedding,

ensure it takes place in a serene, peaceful

setting, such as a mosque or your family

home, and invite close family members.

Capturing the Moment: This is a spiritual

and intimate moment, so make sure your

photographer captures it with respect.

Focus on close-ups of the bride or groom

reciting the Quran and the reactions of

family members.

Majlis Khatam Al-Quran
After the Bersanding, Malay weddings often

include additional celebrations, such as a Majlis

Resepsi (wedding banquet). This is a more

relaxed event where the couple can interact

with guests and enjoy the festivities. Some

couples also host a Majlis Bertandang, where a

reception is held at the groom’s family home.

Planning Tip: Coordinate with your family

about whether a Bertandang event is

needed. Ensure your reception venue

matches the tone of your wedding, whether

it’s a grand ballroom or a cozy family

setting.

Capturing the Moment: The reception is

filled with joy and celebration, so ensure

your photographer captures candid

moments of guests mingling, eating, and

celebrating with the couple.

Post-Wedding Rituals
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Malay weddings are vibrant and visually stunning, filled with meaningful

rituals and customs. Ensuring that these moments are captured perfectly

is essential. Here’s how to prepare:

Pre-Wedding Photoshoot: Many Malay couples opt for a pre-

wedding photoshoot, usually in traditional or modern outfits, to

capture more casual and intimate moments.

Tip: Choose a location that’s meaningful to you and your partner—

whether it’s a park, a beach, or a historical site. The pre-wedding

shoot allows for more relaxed, creative shots that balance the

formality of the wedding day.

Akad Nikah: Since the Nikah is the most important part of a Malay

wedding, make sure your photographer understands the significance

of this event. Capture the signing of the marriage contract, the

couple’s vows, and the emotions of the family witnessing the event.

Tip: Ensure your venue has good lighting, as the Nikah is often

held indoors. Consider using soft lighting or natural light for a

serene, spiritual atmosphere.

Bersanding: The Bersanding ceremony is visually grand, with the

couple sitting on the pelamin in traditional attire. Plan to take formal

photos before or after the ceremony with family and friends.

Tip: Coordinate with your photographer to capture shots of the

pelamin from different angles and the couple interacting with their

guests during the reception.

Hantaran and Family Moments: The Hantaran exchange and

blessings from family members are key moments. Candid shots of

family members’ reactions, the couple’s expressions, and the

exchange of gifts make for a more complete story of the day.

Tip: Ensure your photographer takes detailed shots of the

hantaran trays, capturing the intricate designs and meaningful

items included in the exchange.

Planning Your Malay Wedding Photography
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Just like with other weddings, the right

vendors will help bring your Malay

wedding to life. Here’s what to consider:

Wedding Planner: Choose a wedding

planner who understands Malay

customs and Islamic traditions. They’ll

help manage the sequence of events

and coordinate with religious officials.

Tip: Make sure your planner is

experienced with the timing of the

Akad Nikah and Bersanding, as

these ceremonies often have

specific cultural and religious

requirements.

Caterer: Malay weddings often feature

a kenduri (feast) that includes

traditional Malay dishes. Work with a

caterer who can offer a variety of

dishes that reflect your family’s

heritage.

Tip: Discuss the menu with your

caterer to ensure dietary

preferences, such as halal options,

are met for all your guests.

Decorator: The decor is key to setting

the right mood, especially for the

pelamin. Whether you want a

traditional or modern design, work

closely with your decorator to ensure

the setup is elegant and meaningful.

Tip: Consider using traditional

Malay elements, such as fresh

flowers, woven fabrics, and soft

lighting to create a beautiful

backdrop for your wedding photos.

Choosing the Right Vendors for
Your Malay Wedding

Although Malay weddings are steeped in

tradition, there are still ways to personalize the

event and make it reflect your unique story.

Personalized Vows: While the Nikah involves

a formal exchange of vows, you can also

choose to write and exchange personal vows

during the reception or in a private moment.

Tip: Discuss with your imam whether you

can include personal vows, or save them

for a more informal moment, such as

during the reception.

Customized Hantaran: The Hantaran gifts

can be personalized to reflect you and your

partner’s interests. Whether you opt for

traditional gifts or modern items, make sure

they’re meaningful to you.

Tip: Include items that reflect your shared

journey, such as custom jewelry, a

framed photo, or even symbolic gifts that

represent your future together.

Personalizing Your Malay
Wedding
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Malay weddings are rich in culture, tradition, and spirituality. By

understanding the key elements of the Akad Nikah, Bersanding, and

other important rituals, you can ensure your wedding is a true reflection

of your love and commitment. With careful planning and attention to

detail, your photographer will capture every important moment, leaving

you with memories that will
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After the excitement of your wedding day, the next
step is to review and select the photos that will
become your lasting memories. This process can
be both exciting and overwhelming, as you sift
through hundreds or even thousands of images. In
this chapter, we’ll guide you through
understanding the editing process, how to choose
your favorite photos, collaborating on album
design, and exploring options for prints and digital
albums.

Chapter 17 
Post-Wedding:
Reviewing and Selecting
Photos
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Once your wedding photos have been taken, they’ll go through an editing process

to ensure they look their best.

Here’s what to expect: 

Basic Editing: This includes adjustments to exposure, color balance, cropping,

and sharpening to enhance the overall quality of the images. The goal is to

make each photo look polished while preserving its natural beauty.

Consistent Style: Your photographer will apply a consistent editing style

across your photos, ensuring a cohesive look that aligns with the overall

aesthetic of your wedding. This might include a certain color grading or a

particular approach to lighting and contrast.

Understanding the Editing Process
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Selecting your favorite photos can be a daunting task, especially when there are so

many beautiful images to choose from. Here’s how to approach it:

Start with a Quick Review: Begin by quickly scrolling through all the images to get

an overview. Mark the ones that immediately stand out to you.

Create Categories: Organize your photos into categories, such as “must-have,” “nice

to have,” and “duplicates.” This will help you narrow down your selection without

feeling overwhelmed.

Focus on Emotions: Choose photos that evoke strong emotions or memories. These

are the images that will likely resonate with you the most in the years to come.

Consider Variety: Ensure you have a good mix of different types of photos—

portraits, candid moments, detail shots, and wide-angle views. This variety will make

your album more engaging and representative of the entire day.

How to Choose Your Favorite Photos

Your wedding album is a tangible keepsake that tells the story of your day. Here’s how

to collaborate effectively with your photographer on its design:

Discuss Your Vision: Before the design process begins, share your vision with your

photographer. Let them know if you prefer a traditional, minimalist, or modern style,

and any specific details you want to include.

Select Key Moments: Choose the key moments you want to highlight in your album,

such as the first look, ceremony, and first dance. Ensure these are prominently

featured in the design.

Balance Layouts: A good album design balances full-page images with collages of

smaller photos. Discuss the layout options with your photographer to achieve a

visually pleasing and cohesive narrative.

Review Proofs: Your photographer will provide you with proofs of the album design.

Take your time reviewing them and provide feedback if any changes are needed.

This is your chance to ensure the album reflects your memories perfectly.

Collaborating on Album Design



Finally, don’t forget to share your wedding photos with those who couldn’t attend or

who were part of your special day:

Social Media: Share highlights on social media to give your friends and family a

glimpse of the day. You can create a curated post or a slideshow with your favorite

images.

Online Gallery: Many photographers offer an online gallery where you can view and

download your photos. This is a convenient way to share the entire collection with

your loved ones.

Sharing Your Wedding Photos

In addition to your wedding album, you may want to explore other options for

preserving and sharing your photos:

Prints: High-quality prints are a timeless way to showcase your favorite images.

Consider framing a few standout photos or creating a gallery wall in your home.

Thank You Cards and Gifts: Use your wedding photos to create personalized thank

you cards or gifts for your guests. This is a thoughtful way to share your favorite

moments with those who shared in your special day.

Options for Prints and Digital Albums
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Understanding and respecting cultural and
religious sensitivities is crucial when
photographing weddings in Malaysia, a country
rich in diverse traditions. This chapter covers the
key aspects of wedding photography etiquette,
from respecting cultural norms to ensuring smooth
communication with your photographer.

Chapter 18
Wedding Photography
Etiquette in Malaysia
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Malaysia is home to a variety of cultural and

religious practices, and each wedding may

incorporate different traditions and rituals.

Here’s how to navigate these respectfully:

Understanding Traditions: Before the

wedding day, take the time to learn

about the specific cultural or religious

traditions that will be part of the

ceremony. Whether it’s a Chinese tea

ceremony, an Indian Saptapadi, or a

Malay akad nikah, understanding these

rituals helps ensure they are captured

with the respect they deserve.

Dress Appropriately: Depending on the

cultural or religious context, there may

be expectations regarding attire. For

instance, modest clothing may be

required in a mosque or temple. Ensure

your photographer and their team are

aware of these requirements and dress

accordingly..

Respecting Cultural and
Religious Sensitivities

Adhere to Photography Restrictions: Some religious ceremonies may have

restrictions on photography, such as prohibiting flash photography or

limiting where the photographer can stand. Respecting these rules avoids

disrupting the ceremony and honors the sanctity of the occasion.

Communicate with the Officiant: If possible, have your photographer speak

with the officiant before the ceremony to understand any specific guidelines

or restrictions related to photography. This helps prevent any

misunderstandings during the event.
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Clear and open communication with your photographer is essential

for ensuring that your wedding day is captured according to your

expectations. Here’s how to foster effective communication:

Discuss Your Expectations: Discuss your vision, preferences,

and any specific moments you want captured early in the

planning process. This includes providing a list of must-have

shots and highlighting any important cultural or religious

moments.

Be Clear About Restrictions: If there are any restrictions related

to photography, such as not using flash during the ceremony or

avoiding certain angles, make sure your photographer is aware

of these in advance.

Provide a Contact Person: Designate a trusted friend or family

member to act as a point of contact for the photographer on the

wedding day. This person can help coordinate group photos

and ensure that the photographer is aware of any last-minute

changes.

Review the Timeline Together: Go over the wedding day

timeline with your photographer to ensure they know where

they need to be at each key moment. This also helps them plan

their movements and equipment setup accordingly.

Communicating with Your Photographer
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Weddings often come with unexpected changes or last-minute

requests. Here’s how to handle them smoothly:

Stay Flexible: While having a plan is important, flexibility is key

on the wedding day. Trust your photographer’s experience and

ability to adapt to changes, whether it’s a delay in the ceremony

or an impromptu photo request from a family member.

Communicate Promptly: If there are any last-minute changes,

communicate them to your photographer as soon as possible.

Quick updates allow them to adjust their plans and ensure no

important moments are missed.

Prepare for the Unexpected: Discuss potential contingencies

with your photographer ahead of time. For example, if the

weather changes or there’s an unexpected delay, have a

backup plan for where and how to continue the photography.

Handling Last-Minute Changes 
and Requests

Respecting cultural and religious sensitivities during your wedding photography process

is key to capturing the essence of the day without offense. Clear communication with

your photographer about expectations and traditions will ensure that your photos reflect

the beauty and diversity of Malaysia's wedding customs.
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Your wedding photos will be cherished memories
that you’ll look back on for years to come, so
naturally, you want to look your best. This chapter
offers practical tips on skincare, beauty prep,
choosing the right attire, and how to feel confident
in front of the camera to ensure you look stunning
in your wedding photos.

Chapter 19
Tips for Looking Your
Best in Photos
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Starting your beauty preparations early can make a

big difference in how you look and feel on your

wedding day:

Establish a Skincare Routine: Begin a consistent

skincare routine several months before the

wedding to ensure your skin is clear, hydrated,

and glowing. This routine should include

cleansing, moisturizing, and using sunscreen daily.

Consider Professional Treatments: If needed,

consider professional skincare treatments like

facials or microdermabrasion, but do them well in

advance to avoid any last-minute skin reactions.

Stay Hydrated and Rested: Drinking plenty of

water and getting enough sleep in the weeks

leading up to your wedding helps reduce

puffiness and keeps your skin looking fresh.

Haircare: Keep your hair healthy by regularly

conditioning and trimming it in the months leading

up to the wedding. If you’re planning a significant

change in hairstyle or color, do it several weeks

before the big day to allow time for adjustments if

necessary.

Skincare and Beauty Prep
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Your attire plays a major role in how you look in your wedding photos. Here’s how to make

the best choices:

Select Flattering Styles: Choose attire that complements your body type and

enhances your best features. For brides, this might mean a dress that highlights your

waist, while grooms might look for a suit that fits perfectly at the shoulders and waist.

Consider the Venue: Your attire should not only suit your personal style but also be

appropriate for the venue. For example, a light, flowy dress suits a beach wedding,

while a formal gown is ideal for a traditional church ceremony.

Accessorize Thoughtfully: Accessories should enhance your look without

overwhelming it. Choose pieces that complement your outfit, such as delicate jewelry,

a stylish tie, or a classic pair of cufflinks.

Comfort is Key: Ensure that your outfit is comfortable enough to move, sit, and dance

in. The more comfortable you are, the more confident you’ll feel, which will shine

through in your photos.

Choosing the Right Attire

Feeling relaxed and confident in front of the camera

is essential for looking your best. Here are some tips

to help you achieve that:

Practice Posing: Spend some time practicing

poses in front of a mirror to find angles that you

feel good about. Your photographer can also

guide you on poses that will look natural and

flattering.

Focus on Each Other: On the wedding day, focus

on your partner and the love you share. This will

help you forget about the camera and result in

more genuine, heartfelt photos.

Deep Breathing: If you feel nervous, take deep

breaths to calm your nerves. Remember, your

wedding day is a celebration, and the more you

enjoy it, the better your photos will turn out.

Trust Your Photographer: A good photographer

knows how to make you feel comfortable and

will guide you through the process. Trust their

expertise and relax throughout the experience.

Relaxation and Confidence Tips
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Your photographer plays a crucial role in helping you look your best. Here’s how

to collaborate effectively:

Communicate Your Preferences: Let your photographer know if you have

any particular concerns or preferences, such as angles you like or specific

moments you want captured.

Be Open to Direction: Your photographer will guide you on how to pose and

where to look. It’s important to remain flexible and open to their suggestions,

as they have the experience to know what will look best on camera.

Stay Present: The best photos often come when you’re fully engaged in the

moment. Whether it’s during the ceremony or while dancing at the reception,

staying present will naturally lead to beautiful, candid shots.

Working with Your Photographer 
to Get the Best Shots
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In addition to stunning photographs, wedding
cinematography plays a crucial role in preserving
the memories of your special day. While photos
capture specific moments, a well-crafted wedding
video brings those moments to life, allowing you to
relive the emotions, sounds, and atmosphere of
your wedding day. This chapter will guide you
through essential considerations for wedding
cinematography, including the benefits of hiring
the same team for both photography and
cinematography, understanding the differences
between a highlight reel and a full wedding video,
and ensuring your photographer and
cinematographer work seamlessly together.

Chapter 20
The Art of Wedding
Cinematography
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Hiring the same team for both photography and

cinematography can offer several advantages:

Better Coordination: A team that works together regularly

is skilled at coordinating their efforts. They know how to

communicate effectively, ensuring that neither one gets in

the way of the other, and that all key moments are

captured without conflict.

Streamlined Communication: Working with a single team

simplifies communication. You’ll have one point of contact

for discussing your vision, preferences, and timeline,

making the planning process smoother and more efficient.

However, it’s important to ensure that the team excels in both

areas. Review their portfolios and confirm that they have

strong expertise in both photography and cinematography

before making a decision.

Benefits of Hiring the Same Team for
Photography and Cinematography

Understanding the difference between a highlight and a full wedding video helps you decide

what’s best for your needs:

Highlight: A highlight reel is a short, edited version of your wedding video, typically

lasting 3 to 5 minutes. It captures the most memorable moments of your day in a

cinematic style, often set to music. Highlights are perfect for sharing on social media or

with friends and family who may not want to watch the entire event.

Full Wedding Video: The full wedding video is a longer, more comprehensive recording

of your entire day, often ranging from 30 minutes to over an hour. It includes full

coverage of the ceremony, key reception events (like speeches and the first dance), and

other important moments. The full video provides a detailed, start-to-finish narrative of

your wedding day.

Many couples choose to have both—a highlight for quick sharing and a full wedding video

for a more in-depth experience.

Understanding the Differences Between a Highlight
and a Full Wedding Video
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Ensuring that your photographer and cinematographer work well together is crucial for

capturing every moment of your wedding day without any hitches:

Choose a Compatible Team: If you hire separate vendors for photography and

cinematography, make sure they are comfortable working together or have done so

before. Compatibility in style and approach is essential for creating a cohesive final

product.

Coordinate Shot Planning: Encourage your photographer and cinematographer to

collaborate on shot planning. This includes determining where each will be positioned

during critical moments like the ceremony and first dance, to avoid getting in each

other’s shots.

Trust Their Expertise: Both professionals are experienced in capturing weddings, so trust

them to coordinate their efforts effectively. Their goal is to document your day

beautifully, and they will work together to ensure this happens smoothly.

Ensuring Seamless Collaboration Between
Photographer and Cinematographer
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Even with the best planning, unexpected
challenges can arise on your wedding day.
Whether it’s inclement weather, handling large
groups, or navigating family dynamics, being
prepared for these challenges can help ensure
that your wedding day runs smoothly and that
your photos turn out beautifully. This chapter
offers strategies for managing common wedding
day challenges.

Chapter 21
Dealing with Challenges
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Weather is one of the most unpredictable factors on your wedding

day, but with some preparation, it doesn’t have to ruin your photos:

Have a Backup Plan: If you’re planning an outdoor wedding or

photoshoot, ensure you have a contingency plan in place. This

could be an indoor location or a sheltered area that can be used

if the weather turns bad.

Embrace the Weather: Sometimes, unexpected weather can

lead to unique and memorable photos. Rain, fog, or even snow

can create a romantic and atmospheric setting. If conditions

permit, consider working with your photographer to capture

these moments.

Prepare for the Elements: Provide your bridal party with

umbrellas or jackets if rain is expected. If it’s a hot day, ensure

there’s plenty of water available and consider scheduling breaks

in the shade. For cold weather, have wraps or jackets on hand to

stay warm between shots.

Managing Unexpected Weather

Weddings often bring together large groups of people, including extended

family and friends. Managing these groups and navigating family dynamics

can be challenging:

Create a Shot List: Work with your photographer to create a list of all the

group photos you want, including family members and important guests.

This ensures that no one is missed and that the process runs smoothly.

Assign a Coordinator: Designate a trusted friend or family member to

help coordinate group photos. They can assist in rounding up people for

photos and keeping things organized, allowing you to focus on enjoying

the moment.

Stay Calm: Family dynamics can sometimes lead to tension, especially

during group photos. If issues arise, try to stay calm and focused on the

joy of the day. Trust your photographer to manage the situation and

capture the best photos possible.

Handling Large Groups and Family Dynamics
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The wedding photography industry is constantly evolving, with new

trends and innovations emerging regularly. Here’s how to incorporate

them without losing sight of what’s important:

Stay True to Your Style: While it’s fun to incorporate current trends,

make sure they align with your personal style and the overall theme

of your wedding. This ensures your photos will stand the test of time.

Candid and Documentary Style: A growing trend is candid,

documentary-style photography that captures the real emotions and

events of the day as they unfold. This approach can result in more

natural and authentic photos.

Current Trends and Innovations

Despite the best planning, unexpected events can occur on your wedding

day. Here’s how to prepare:

Flexibility is Key: Be prepared to adapt to changes, whether it’s a

delay in the schedule, an unexpected guest, or a last-minute

alteration to the plan. Flexibility allows you to handle these situations

with grace.

Communicate with Your Photographer: Keep your photographer

informed of any changes as they happen. Their experience will help

them adjust quickly and still capture the best moments.

Stay Positive: Maintaining a positive attitude, even when things don’t

go exactly as planned, can make a big difference. Remember that

some of the best moments can come from the unexpected.

Preparing for the Unexpected
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Planning your wedding photography can raise
many questions, especially if this is your first time
navigating the process. In this chapter, we address
some of the most common questions couples
have about wedding photography to help you feel
informed and prepared.

Chapter 22
Frequently Asked
Questions
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What Should We Look for in a Wedding Photographer?

Choosing the right photographer is one of the most important decisions you’ll

make. Look for a photographer whose style matches your vision, whether

traditional, candid, or artistic.. Experience is key—consider how many weddings

they’ve photographed and ask to see full galleries, not just highlights. It’s also

important to find someone you feel comfortable with, as they’ll be with you

throughout the day.

How Far in Advance Should We Book Our Photographer?

It’s advisable to book your wedding photographer as early as possible, ideally 9 to

12 months in advance. Popular photographers, especially those with a strong

reputation, tend to book up quickly, particularly during peak wedding season.

Booking early gives you the best chance of securing your preferred photographer.

How Many Hours of Coverage Do We Need?

The amount of coverage you need depends on your wedding day schedule and

the key moments you want captured. Generally, 8 to 10 hours of coverage is

sufficient to document everything from getting ready to the end of the reception.

However, if you have multiple locations or a particularly long day planned, you

might consider extending the coverage.

Should We Have a Pre-Wedding or Engagement Shoot?

A pre-wedding or engagement shoot is highly recommended. It helps you get

comfortable in front of the camera and build rapport with your photographer. Plus,

the photos can be used for save-the-dates, wedding decor, or a guestbook.

How Long Will It Take to Receive Our Photos?

The turnaround time for wedding photos varies depending on the photographer

and the season. Typically, you can expect to receive your edited photos within 4 to

12 weeks after the wedding. However, it’s a good idea to ask your photographer for

their specific timeline so you know what to expect.

Common Questions About Wedding Photography
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How Many Photos Will We Receive?

The number of photos you’ll receive depends on the length of coverage, the

number of events, and the photographer’s shooting style. Discuss this with your

photographer to ensure you understand what’s included in your package.

Can We Request Specific Shots?

Absolutely! Most photographers encourage couples to share a list of must-have

shots, particularly for important moments or family groupings. However, it’s also

important to trust your photographer’s expertise and allow them creative freedom

to capture the day naturally.

Do We Need to Feed Our Photographer?

Yes, it’s customary to provide a meal for your photographer, especially if they’re

covering a full-day event. This allows them to stay energized and focused

throughout the day. Coordinate with your caterer to ensure a meal is set aside for

them.

What Rights Do We Have to the Photos?

This depends on the contract with your photographer. Typically, photographers

retain copyright to the images, but you are granted personal use rights. This means

you can print and share the photos for personal use but may need permission for

commercial use or extensive alterations. Always review the contract to understand

your rights.

Answering these frequently asked questions helps you feel informed and prepared for

your wedding photography journey. Remember, clear communication and mutual

understanding with your photographer are key to ensuring your special day is

captured perfectly.
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As you approach your wedding day, the
experience and insights of a seasoned wedding
photographer can be invaluable. In this chapter,
we share expert advice from Vernon Kong, the
founder of Momento Wedding, to help you make
the most of your wedding photography and ensure
your day is captured beautifully.

Chapter 23
Tips from the Expert
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Prioritize Your Timeline

One of the most important aspects of successful wedding

photography is a well-planned timeline. Make sure you

allocate enough time for each part of the day, especially

key moments like the first look, the ceremony, and couple

portraits. Rushed photography can result in missed

opportunities, so ensure you and your photographer have

enough time to capture each moment perfectly.

Embrace Natural Light

Natural light is one of the best resources a photographer

can use. If possible, schedule key photo sessions, like

your couple portraits, during the "golden hour"—the hour

before sunset when the light is soft and flattering. This

creates stunning, naturally lit photos that enhance the

beauty of your day.

Advice from Vernon Kong

Stay True to Your Style

While it can be tempting to incorporate the latest trends into your wedding, remember that your

photos will be with you for a lifetime. Remember, your wedding photos will be a lifelong reminder

of your special day, so choose a style that reflects who you are as a couple and will always feel

timeless. This applies to everything from your attire and makeup to the overall theme and decor of

your wedding.

Trust Your Photographer

You’ve chosen your photographer for their skills and artistic vision, so trust them to do their job.

Trust in their creative vision and allow them the freedom to document your wedding day naturally.

The best photos often come from unplanned moments, and a good photographer knows how to

capture these without interfering.

Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff

Weddings are complex events, and it’s normal for small things to not go exactly as planned. Don’t

let minor issues detract from your enjoyment of the day. Stay focused on the bigger picture—

marrying the love of your life—and let your photographer worry about capturing the beauty of the

moment.
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Planning a wedding involves numerous details, and having the right tools can make the

process smoother and more organized. To assist you further, we’ve provided some

practical resources that you can request and use as you plan your big day.

Additional Resources

Recommended Websites and Blogs
Here are some websites and blogs that offer valuable insights and inspiration for your

wedding planning:

Momento Wedding: Explore our portfolio of stunning wedding photography, learn

more about our services, and get inspired by real wedding stories and expert tips. Our

blog offers practical advice and insights to help you plan the perfect wedding

photography experience.

WeddingWire: A comprehensive resource for finding vendors, reading reviews, and

getting wedding planning advice.

The Knot: Offers a wide range of planning tools, inspiration galleries, and vendor

directories to help you organize your wedding.

Bridal Musings: A blog filled with real wedding stories, style inspiration, and practical

advice for modern couples.

Junebug Weddings: Known for its focus on artistic and stylish weddings, this blog is

great for finding creative ideas and stunning photography.

Style Me Pretty: A popular wedding blog that features beautiful real weddings, DIY

projects, and styling tips to help you create your dream wedding.
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Wedding Timetable and 
To-do List
Stay on track with your wedding preparations

using our Wedding Timetable and To-Do List.

This comprehensive tool is designed to help you

manage all the essential tasks leading up to your

wedding day, from booking vendors to finalizing

your guest list. The timetable is organized to guide

you month by month, ensuring you don’t miss any

crucial details. Whether you’re planning a small,

intimate wedding or a large celebration, this list

helps you stay organized and stress-free.

Wedding Budget Worksheet
Managing your wedding budget is crucial to

ensuring you can have the wedding of your

dreams without overspending. Our Wedding

Budget Worksheet is designed to help you track

your expenses, allocate your budget wisely, and

make informed financial decisions. This easy-to-

use Excel sheet breaks down all the major cost

categories—from venue and catering to

photography and attire—allowing you to monitor

your spending and adjust as needed. With this

worksheet, you can plan your wedding

confidently, knowing you’re staying within your

budget.

How to Get These Resources
We’re happy to provide you with these Excel sheets for free! Simply contact us, and we’ll send them

directly to your inbox. Reach out via email or through our website to request your copy of the

Wedding Timetable and To-Do List and the Wedding Budget Worksheet.
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Final Thoughts
As you embark on this exciting journey of planning your wedding, remember that the most important

thing is to enjoy the process and stay true to what matters most to you as a couple. Your wedding day

celebrates your love story, and your photos will serve as a timeless reminder of this special moment

in your lives.

Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your journey. We hope this guide has provided you with the

insights and inspiration you need to create the wedding of your dreams. Wishing you a beautiful and

joyful wedding day, filled with memories that will last a lifetime.
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